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REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR  1962 

BY  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


This  is  the  90th  Annual  Report  upon  the  work  of  the  Liverpool  Port 
Health  Authority. 

The  Permanent  Constitution  of  the  Liverpool  Port  Health  Authority 
defines  the  limits  of  the  port  for  health  purposes,  as  coincident  with  the 
limits  laid  down  by  H.M.  Customs.  By  “  The  Appointment  of  the  Port 
of  Liverpool  Order,  1956  ”,  the  port  of  Liverpool  is  “  An  area  bounded 
by  a  line: 

(1)  commencing  at  the  termination  of  the  port  of  Chester,  namely 
at  Hilbre  Point  (which  is  referred  to  as  the  Red  Stones  in  Hoylake 
on  the  Point  of  Wirral  in  the  Treasury  Warrant  dated  16th  December, 
1847,  appointing  the  port  of  Chester):  and 

(2)  continuing  up  the  River  Mersey  on  the  Cheshire  shore  to  Ince 
Ferry  the  western  termination  on  the  Cheshire  shore  of  the  port  of 
Manchester,  but  excluding  (where  it  touches  the  port  of  Manchester) 
so  much  of  the  Eastham  Channel  in  the  River  Mersey  as  is  enclosed 
by  an  imaginary  line  of  dolphins  on  the  east  side  of  the  Eastham 
Channel  and,  at  a  distance  of  five  hundred  and  thirty-eight  yards  from 
the  seaward  extremity  of  the  eight  feet  lock  at  Eastham,  a  further 
imaginary  line  to  the  foreshore  at  right  angles  to  the  first  line: 
thence 
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(3)  crossing  the  River  Mersey  in  a  supposed  straight  line  to  Dungeon 
Point  being  the  western  termination  on  the  Lancashire  shore  of  the 
port  of  Manchester:  and 

(4)  continuing  along  the  coast  of  the  County  of  Lancaster  to  the 
southern  boundary  of  the  port  of  Preston,  namely  an  imaginary  line 
drawn  in  a  true  north-west  direction  from  the  inner  north-west  sea 
mark  on  the  beach  at  Formby  Point  shown  in  the  Admiralty  chart 
of  Liverpool  Bay,  dated  9th  July,  1954. 

The  port  shall  include  all  islands,  rivers,  bays,  channels,  roads,  bars, 
strands,  harbours,  havens,  streams,  and  creeks  (except  the  Manchester 
Ship  Canal)  within  the  specified  limits  and  shall  extend  seaward  to  a 
distance  of  three  miles  from  low  water  mark  along  the  coast  within  the 
specified  limits.” 


SECTION  I  STAFF 
TABLE  A 


Name  of  Officer 

Nature  of 
Appointment 

Date  of 
Appoint¬ 
ment 

Qualifications 

Any  other 
Appointments  held 

Professor  Andrew  B. 
Semple  . 

Medical  Officer 
of  Health 

5.12.52 

V.R.D.,  M.D.,  Ch.B., 
D.P.H.,  Q.H.P. 

■ 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
City  of  Liverpool. 

Professor  of  Public  Health, 
University  of  Liverpool. 
Supervising  Medical 
Inspector  under  the  Aliens 
Order  and  the  Common¬ 
wealth  Immigrants  Act. 

Dr.  J.  B.  Meredith 
Davies 

Deputy  Medical 
Officer  of  Health 

1.5.53 

M.D.,  B.S.,  D.P.H. 

Deputy  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  City  of  Liverpool. 
Medical  Inspector  under  th 
Aliens  Order  and  the  Corn 
monwealth  Immigrants  Ac 
Lecturer  in  Public  Health, 
University  of  Liverpool. 

Dr.  T.  L.  Hobday 

Principal  Medical 
Officer 

19.6.58 

M.B.,  Ch.B.,  M.R.C.S., 
L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. , 

D.P.A.,  Barrister-at- 
Law. 

Medical  Inspector  under  th 
Aliens  Order  and  the  Com 
monwealth  Immigrants  Aci 

Dr.  A.  J.  Graham 

Assistant 

Medical  Officer 

12.6.59 

L.R.C.P.,  L.R.C.S.(Ed.), 
L.R.F.P.S.(Glas.), 

D.P.H. 

Medical  Inspector  under  th 
Aliens  Order  and  the  Conr 
monwealth  Immigrants  Ac 
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ame  of  Officer 

Nature  of 
Appointment 

Date  of 
Appoint¬ 
ment 

Qualifications 

Any  other 
Appointments  held 

UN.  H.  Parry 

Boarding 

Medical  Officer 
(part-time) 

1.4.55 

to 

31.4.62 

M.D.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Principal  Medical  Officer 
(Epidemiology)  City  of 
Liverpool.  Medical 

Inspector  of  Aliens. 

TV.  Drawneek  ... 

Boarding 

Medical  Officer 
(part-time) 

from 

1.5.62 

M.B.,  B.S.,  D.P.H. 

Principal  Medical  Officer 
(Epidemiology)  City  of 
Liverpool.  Medical  inspector 
under  the  Aliens  Order  and 
the  Commonwealth 
Immigrants  Act. 

)  V  Griffith 

Boarding 

Medical  Officer 
(part-time) 

1.1.59 

to 

30.6.62 

M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Assistant  Medical  Officer, 
City  of  Liverpool. 

Medical  Inspector  of  Aliens. 

ID.  E.  Phillips  ... 

Boarding 

Medical  Officer 
(part-time) 

1.4.60 

M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

Assistant  Medical  Officer, 
City  of  Liverpool. 

Medical  Inspector  under 
the  Aliens  Order  and  the 
Commonwealth  Immigrants 
Act. 

JIM.  J.  O’Brien  ... 

Boarding 

Medical  Officer 
(part-time) 

1.10.60 

B.A.,  M.B.,  B.Ch., 
B.A.O.,  L.M. 

Assistant  Medical  Officer, 
City  of  Liverpool. 

Medical  Inspector  under  the 
Aliens  Order  and  the  Com¬ 
monwealth  Immigrants  Act. 

S.  Smith . 

Boarding 

Medical  Officer 
(part-time) 

from 

1.7.62 

M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Assistant  Medical  Officer, 
City  of  Liverpool.  Medical 
Inspector  under  the  Aliens 
Order  and  the  Common¬ 
wealth  Immigrants  Act. 

.  J.  G.  McCoy 

Chief  Port 

Health  Inspector 

7.6.46 

Certificate  of  the  R.S.I. 
and  Sanitary  Inspectors 
Examination  Joint 

Board.  Liverpool 
University  School  of 
Hygiene  Sanitary 
Science  Certificate. 
Liverpool  University 
School  of  Hygiene 

Meat  and  Food 
Certificate. 

B.O.T.  1st  Mate 

(Foreign-going) 

Certificate. 
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Name  of  Officer 

Nature  of 
Appointment 

Date  of 
Appoint¬ 
ment 

Qualifications 

Any  other 
Appointments  held 

Mr.  E.  M.  Dutton 

Chief  Port 

Food  Inspector 

10.1.60 

Certificate  of  the  R.S.I. 
and  Sanitary  Inspectors 
Examination  Joint 

Board.  R.S.I.  Meat  and 
Other  Foods 

Certificate.  Liverpool 
University  School  of 
Hygiene  Sanitary 

Science  Certificate. 
Liverpool  University 
School  of  Hygiene  Meat 
and  Food  Certificate. 
Smoke  Certificate. 

4- 

Mr.  G.  M.  Gillies 

Administrative 

Assistant 

6.5.59 

1 

L.G.E.B.  Promotion 
Examination. 

The  staff  also  includes: 

A  Deputy  Chief  Port  Health  Inspector,  three  Port  Health  Inspectors, 
one  Assistant  Port  Health  Inspector  and  ten  Rodent  Operatives; 

A  Deputy  Chief  Port  Food  Inspector  and  four  Port  Food  Inspectors 
and  one  Assistant  Port  Food  Inspector; 

One  Clerical  Officer  and  one  Shorthand  Typist. 

SECTION  I! 

TABLE  B 

AMOUNT  OF  SHIPPING  ENTERING  THE  DISTRICT  DURING  THE  YEAR  1962 


Number  Inspected 

Number  of  ships 
reported  as  having,  or 
having  had  during  the 
voyage,  infectious 
disease  on  board 

Ships  from 

Number 

Tonnage 

By 

Medical 

Officers 

By  Port 
Health 
Inspectors 

Foreign  Ports... 

6,459 

16,545,649 

386 

' 

3,831 

89 

Coastwise 

4,379 

3,764,480 

9 

z 

97 

2 

Total 

10,838 

20,310,129 

388 

3,928 

91 

1 

7 


SECTION  m 

TABLE  C 

CHARACTER  OF  SHIPPING  AND  TRADE  DURING  THE  YEAR 

The  figures  for  1962  are,  unfortunate!/,  not  available  until  later  in  the 
/ear.  Predicted  figures,  based  upon  the  quinquennium  1957-1961  are: 


PASSENGER  TRAFFIC 

No.  of  passengers 
INWARDS 

No.  of  passengers 

OUTWARDS 

199,000 

approximately 

198,000 

approximately 

(These  figures  do  not  include  traffic  between  Liverpool  and  Northern  Ireland.) 

CARGO 

TRAFFIC 

Principal  Imports 

Principal  Exports 

Flour,  grain,  etc.,  sugar,  molasses,  etc., 
wood,  fruit  and  vegetables,  cotton,  ores 
and  scraps,  meat,  feeding  stuffs  for 
animals,  tea,  butter,  cheese,  eggs,  etc., 
cocoa,  seeds  or  nuts  for  expressing  oils, 
copper,  coal,  oils,  fats,  resins  and  gums, 
hemp,  jute,  sisal,  etc.,  hides  and  skins, 
tobacco,  rubber. 

Iron  and  steel  manufactures,  chemicals 
and  sodas,  salt,  machinery,  pottery,  glass 
and  glassware,  sugar,  molasses,  etc.,  flour, 
grain,  etc.,  copper,  brass,  tin,  etc.,  soap 
and  oils,  etc.,  ale,  beer,  wine,  spirits,  etc., 
cement,  electrical  goods,  etc.,  paper,  card¬ 
board,  etc.,  vehicles,  aircraft,  motor  cars, 
locomotives,  etc.,  bricks,  cutlery,  hard¬ 
ware,  etc.,  fine  goods. 

Ships  arrive  in  Liverpool  from  ports  all  over  the  world. 


SECTION  SV 

INLAND  BARGE  TRAFFIC 

The  barge  traffic  pl/ing  around  the  port  of  Liverpool  has  been  decreasing 
for  a  number  of  years.  In  1962  there  were  approximately  100  barges, 
a  decrease  of  about  50  from  last  year.  The  estimated  tonnage  is  approx¬ 
imately  12,000  tons. 

CANAL  BOATS  (Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Part  X) 

The  number  of  canal  boats  still  on  the  Liverpool  Register  has  been 

further  reduced  in  1962  and  now  totals  only  68.  There  is  only  a  small 


8 


number  of  these  boats  still  in  use  as  dwellings,  plying  in  and  about  the 
docks.  Most  barges  are  used  as  “  day  boats  ”,  the  crews  sleeping  ashore 
at  night. 


No.  of  boats  inspected  . 

No.  of  boats  with  contraventions  ... 

No.  of  contraventions  . 

No.  of  contraventions  corrected  ... 
No.  of  boats  inspected  for  registration 


65 

1 

2 

2 

Nil 


SECTION  V 
WATER  SUPPLY 


(1)  There  has  been  no  change  in  the  source  of  water  supply  for  either 
the  seaport  or  the  airport. 

(2)  Drinking  water  used  in  ships  must  always  be  as  pure  and  palatable 
as  possible  and  to  attain  this,  storage  tanks  and  pipe  lines  must  always 
be  maintained  in  the  cleanest  condition.  The  port  health  inspectors 
took  many  routine  samples  in  the  course  of  the  year  in  addition  to  those 
samples  taken  at  the  request  of  shipowners  or  when  drinking  water  was 
considered  likely  to  be  contaminated. 

In  the  year  a  total  of  153  samples  from  31  ships  and  eight  tug  boats 
were  sent  for  bacteriological  examination.  Twenty-eight  were  considered 
unsatisfactory  and  the  appropriate  action  taken.  Co-operation  in  this 
work  has  always  been  received  from  the  Ministry  of  Transport,  shipowners 
and  agents. 

(3)  There  are  no  water  boats  in  regular  use  in  the  River  Mersey.  There 
are  several  tugboats  and  one  hopper  which  are  equipped  to  carry  water 
and  which  are  used  under  special  circumstances  only. 


SECTION  VS 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  (SHIPS)  REGULATIONS,  1952 

(1)  List  of  Infected  Areas. 

The  list  of  infected  ports  is  as  follows:  Rangoon,  Dar-es-Salaam,  Rio  de 
Janeiro,  all  ports  in  China,  Indo-China,  India,  Pakistan,  Belgian  Congo, 
Liberia,  Nigeria  (including  British  Cameroons),  Ghana,  Colombia  and 
Ecuador.  The  list  is  compiled  from  the  Weekly  Epidemiological  Record 
of  W.H.O.  and  is  notified,  in  written  form,  to  all  officers  of  H.M.  Customs, 
the  river  pilotage  service,  and  Mersey  Docks  and  Harbour  Board. 
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(2)  Incoming  vessels  from  infected  ports  are  required  to  notify  their 
time  of  arrival  by  radio  signals,  to  be  sent  not  less  than  four  hours  before 
arrival  in  the  river.  Normally  this  signal  is  sent  when  the  Mersey  Pilots 
board  vessels  off  Anglesey.  Suitable  arrangements  are  then  made  between 
the  medical  officer  and  the  master  of  the  boarding  tender,  and  the  medical 
officer  boards  and  inspects  the  vessel  as  it  enters  the  Mersey. 

The  port  health  tender,  which  is  chartered  from  the  Liverpool  Fire 
Service,  is  the  vessel  “  William  Gregson  ”,  which  is  equipped  with  two- 
way  radio,  emergency  medical  supplies,  and  a  cradle  designed  to  assist  in 
the  transhipment  of  sick  persons. 

(3)  Notifications  Other  than  by  Radio 

Many  shipping  companies  notify  the  arrival  of  their  vessels  by  letter  or 
telephone.  This  has  not  been  found  to  be  always  reliable  and  radio 
messages  from  incoming  vessels  are  always  required. 

(4)  There  has  been  no  change  in  the  designated  mooring  stations  allotted 
for  the  examination  of  shipping,  although  most  vessels  are  examined  while 
under  way. 

The  number  of  ships  visited  by  the  boarding  medical  officers  during 
the  year  was  388  of  which  270  were  from  infected  ports. 

By  arrangement  with  Manchester  Port  Health  Authority,  vessels  bound 
for  Manchester  from  infected  ports  are  examined  by  the  Liverpool  Port 
Health  Authority  in  the  river.  During  1962,  34  of  the  vessels  boarded 
were  bound  for  Manchester. 

(5)  (o)  Cases  of  infectious  diseases,  other  than  quarantinable  diseases, 
are  accommodated  in  Fazakerley  Isolation  Hospital. 

( b )  There  has  been  no  change  in  the  method  of  surveillance  and 
follow-up  of  contacts  of  infectious  diseases. 

(c)  Any  disinfection  which  may  be  required  in  ships  is  done  by 
inspectors  of  the  Port  Health  Authority.  During  1962,  98  disinfections 
after  infectious  disease  were  carried  out.  Infected  beds  and  bedding 
were  removed  for  steam  disinfection. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  (AIRCRAFT)  REGULATIONS,  1952 

Liverpool  is  served  by  a  major  airport  at  Speke,  9  miles  from  the  City 
centre.  The  Port  Health  Authority  is  responsible  for  enforcing  the 
above  regulations  in  the  airport.  Passenger  aircraft  arriving  at  the  airport 
come  from  other  airports  within  the  United  Kingdom,  Eire,  and  the 
Continent,  and  few  aircraft  arrive  directly  from  infected  areas.  An 
examination  room  is  maintained  in  the  main  airport  building,  and  the 
medical  officers  on  the  Port  staff,  all  of  whom  hold  appointments  as  Medical 
Inspectors  under  the  Aliens  Order,  are  available  at  the  request  of  the 
Immigration  Authorities  to  conduct  inspections  of  persons  arriving  by 
air.  All  passengers  arriving  from  an  infected  area  are  inspected  and  the 
validity  of  their  vaccination  certificates  ascertained.  Forewarning  of 
such  aircraft  is  given  by  H.M.  Customs  to  the  Port  Health  Authority  and 
later  information  is  supplied  directly  from  Aircraft  Control  in  the  Airport. 

Indian  crews  for  merchant  ships  are  frequently  flown  from  India  to  join 
ships  in  the  United  Kingdom.  In  some  cases  these  men  arrive  by  air 
elsewhere,  normally  London,  and  proceed  to  Liverpool  to  join  their  ship: 
notification  of  this  is  always  received  from  the  Airport  Medical  Officer, 
London.  On  occasions,  chartered  aircraft  bring  the  crews  directly  to 
Liverpool.  Such  arrivals  are  kept  under  daily  surveillance  here  until 
either  the  vessel  sails  or  until  the  incubation  periods  for  quarantinable 
diseases  have  expired. 


SECTION  VII 
SMALLPOX 

Up  to  July  of  this  year  cases  of  smallpox  from  the  port  area  continued 
to  be  sent  to  New  Ferry  Isolation  Hospital.  This  hospital,  opened  in  1877 
as  a  “  Port  Sanitary  Hospital  ”,  has,  over  the  years,  become  less  and  less 
suitable  as  an  isolation  hospital  owing  to  the  rapid  increase  in  urban  develop¬ 
ment  in  its  vicinity.  Following  an  outbreak  of  smallpox  in  the  Bebington 
area  in  1958  it  was  decided  that  the  Sankey  Hospital  should  be  upgraded 
to  provide  alternative  accommodation  for  the  isolation  and  treatment 
of  smallpox  cases  in  the  Liverpool  region. 

The  Sankey  Hospital,  situated  approximately  three  miles  west  of 
Warrington,  was  built  originally  as  a  smallpox  hospital  in  the  early  years 
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of  this  century  but  was  also  used  as  a  tuberculosis  sanatorium  when  not 
in  use  for  smallpox  cases.  After  1920  the  hospital  was  unoccupied  and 
the  buildings  deteriorated. 

In  February,  1961,  the  work  of  alterations  and  general  modernisation 
was  started.  This  work  was  completed  at  a  cost  of  approximately  £60,000 
which  was  provided  by  the  Ministry  of  Health,  Some  of  the  original 
buildings  have  been  modernised  to  provide  two  six-bedded  wards,  each 
with  bathrooms,  toilets  and  a  sluice  room,  and  a  central  duty  room  and 
kitchen;  changing  rooms  have  been  added  for  nurses  going  off  and  on  duty. 
The  other  original  building  which  was  retained  now  provides  a  nurses’ 
home  with  sleeping  accommodation  for  three  day  and  three  night  nurses. 
The  administration  block  contains  the  central  kitchen  and  dining-room 
and  a  matron’s  suite. 

The  original  laundry  block  has  been  rebuilt  and  now  contains  up-to-date 
washing,  drying  and  ironing  equipment;  the  sterilising  section  contains  an 
oil-burning  incinerator  and  a  fully-automatic  steam  autoclave.  There 
is  also  a  small  mortuary. 

In  addition  a  new  lodge  for  the  resident  caretaker  and  a  new  boiler- 
house  and  discharge  unit  have  been  built,  the  original  structure  of  the 
former  being  unsuitable  for  conversion  or  modernisation. 

Smallpox  consultants  available  are:— 

Professor  Andrew  B.  Semple,  Health  Department,  Hatton  Garden, 
Liverpool  3. 

Professor  A.  W.  Downie,  Department  of  Bacteriology,  The  University, 
Liverpool,  3. 

Dr.  E.  R.  Peirce,  8  Grosvenor  Road,  Liverpool  19. 

Dr.  A.  B.  Christie,  Fazakerley  Hospital,  Longmoor  Lane,  Liverpool,  9. 

Facilities  for  laboratory  diagnosis  of  smallpox  are  available  in  the  Liverpool 
University  Bacteriological  Department. 

The  vessel  “Circassia”  arrived  in  the  Mersey  on  the  16th  May  from  India 
and  the  Middle  East.  A  radio  signal  had  been  received  from  the  ship 
stating  that  an  infant  passenger  who  boarded  the  vessel  on  the  25th  April 
at  Bombay  was  found  on  embarkation  to  be  suffering  from  a  sparse  vesicular 
rash.  The  father  of  the  child  developed  a  similar  rash  on  the  26th  April: 
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both  rashes  became  pustular  in  two  days,  and  neither  patient  was  seriously 
ill.  The  port  health  doctor  at  Suez  diagnosed  mild  smallpox  on  the  5th 
May  and  the  two  patients  and  the  remaining  members  of  the  family  were 
disembarked  at  Suez. 

No  confirmation  of  the  diagnosis  of  smallpox  had  been  received  from  the 
Egyptian  Authorities  by  the  time  the  vessel  arrived  here  and  a  medical 
team  went  aboard  the  ship  which  was  held  at  anchor  in  the  river,  and  all 
passengers  and  crew  were  examined  and  found  to  be  well.  Addresses 
to  which  all  persons  leaving  the  ship  were  proceeding  were  obtained  and 
the  Medical  Officers  of  Health  of  the  areas  concerned  were  advised.  No 
cases  of  smallpox  from  this  incident  were  reported. 

The  m.v.  “Valdivia”  from  Spanish  ports,  flying  L.I.M.,  entered  the  Mersey 
on  3rd  November  and  anchored.  She  was  boarded  by  the  duty  medical 
officer  immediately  after  arrival.  We  had  already  been  advised  by  the 
owners  that  the  crew  of  this  ship  might  be  smallpox  contacts  and  a  study 
of  the  ship’s  official  log  revealed  that  on  the  22nd  October  a  member  of 
the  vessel  “ Pacheco”,  then  at  Tarragona,  visited  the  “Valdivia”  at  Barcelona 
and  then  returned  to  his  own  ship.  That  day  he  developed  a  rash  and  was 
removed  to  hospital  where  a  diagnosis  of  possible  modified  smallpox 
was  made.  On  the  24th  October  the  “Valdivia”  was  quarantined  at  Valencia, 
the  crew  re-vaccinated  and  the  ship  eventually  cleared  by  the  Port  Health 
Authority  there. 

The  crew  were  examined  and  all  were  found  to  be  well.  Medical  sur¬ 
veillance  was  maintained  on  the  vessel  till  she  left  the  Mersey  on  Saturday 
the  10th  November,  and  no  cases  of  illness  occurred  during  the  vessel’s 
stay  in  this  port. 

The  close  surveillance  of  vaccination  documents  which  was  begun  in 
1961  and  which  related  to  ships  trading  with  foreign  ports  where  smallpox 
might  be  expected,  was  maintained  and  all  such  documents  were  checked 
by  the  boarding  medical  officer  on  every  ship  from  infected  areas:  in  addition 
209  vessels  were  visited  by  port  health  inspectors  after  docking  and 
vaccination  documents  examined.  In  every  case  where  a  certificate  was 
found  to  be  invalid  a  notice  was  sent  to  the  owner  or  agent  concerned 
reminding  them  of  the  dangers  of  having  unprotected  personnel  in  their 
crews  and  also  the  danger  to  the  ports  with  which  the  vessel  traded. 
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Sixty-one  such  notices  have  been  sent  out  and  in  connection  with  ships 
of  a  particular  country,  the  embassy  of  that  country  in  Britain  was  informed. 

SECTION  VIII 
VENEREAL  DISEASE 

Only  17  cases  of  venereal  infection  were  recorded  in  1962  and  these  were 
referred  to  the  appropriate  clinic.  Cards  containing  information  of 
treatment  centres  were  left  on  board  the  vessels  concerned. 

SECTION  IX 

CASES  OF  NOTIFIABLE  AND  OTHER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

IN  SHIPS 

No  cases,  or  suspected  cases,  of  cholera,  plague,  relapsing  fever,  smallpox, 
typhus  or  yellow  fever  occurred  in  the  Port  during  1962. 

Poliomyelitis 

The  vessel  “Corinthian”  arrived  in  the  Mersey  on  the  13th  May  from 
Alexandria.  A  member  of  the  crew  became  ill  on  the  6th  May  and  was 
reported  to  have  a  urinary  tract  infection.  He  was  seen  by  a  doctor  on 
arrival  and  removed  to  Walton  Hospital.  From  there  he  was  transferred 
to  the  isolation  hospital  at  Fazakerley  and  on  the  16th  May  a  diagnosis  of 
paralytic  poliomyelitis  was  made. 

No  other  member  of  the  crew  was  found  to  be  ill:  their  immunisation 
status  could  not  be  ascertained  with  certainty.  The  crew  were  allowed 
to  proceed  to  their  homes  and  the  Medical  Officers  of  Health  of  the  areas 
in  which  the  crew  would  arrive  were  notified  of  the  details  of  the  case. 
It  should  be  noted  here  that  the  special  provision,  started  in  1959,  is  still 
made  by  this  Authority  to  make  immunisation  against  poliomyelitis 
available  to  all  seafarers,  and  inoculations  are  given  at  the  Health  Depart¬ 
ment  clinic  or  on  board  ship  by  arrangement. 

Typhoid  Fever 

The  vessel  “Cilicia”  arrived  in  Liverpool  on  the  10th  April  from  Eastern 
ports.  A  young  female  passenger  became  ill  on  the  6th  with  pyrexia. 
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No  definite  diagnosis  could  be  made  and  she  was  allowed  to  proceed  to 
her  home  in  London,  where  in  a  hospital  a  diagnosis  of  typhoid  fever  was 
made  on  the  14th  April. 

Samples  of  water  were  taken  from  the  ships  and  found  negative  for 
salmonella  organisms.  Eighteen  faecal  samples  from  the  ship’s  catering 
staff  and  contacts  in  the  ship’s  personnel  also  proved  negative.  No  further 
cases  were  reported. 

The  vessel  “Apapa”  berthed  here  on  the  11th  June  from  West  African 
ports.  A  family  of  four  had  boarded  the  vessel  at  Lagos  where  the  father 
had  been  suffering  from  a  febri Ie  illness  with  enteric  signs  immediately 
before  boarding.  When  the  vessel  was  between  Lagos  and  Freetown,  a 
signal  was  received  stating  that  the  hospital  in  which  the  man  had  been 
treated  considered,  from  laboratory  tests,  that  his  illness  was  typhoid  fever. 
The  whole  family  was  isolated  in  the  ship  and  treatment  instituted  by  the 
ship’s  surgeon  who  reported  them  well  on  their  arrival  at  Liverpool. 
They  were  allowed  to  proceed  and  the  Medical  Officers  of  Health  of  the 
areas  to  which  the  family  intended  to  travel  were  advised. 

Disinfection  was  carried  out  on  the  vessel  by  port  health  staff. 

Gastro-Enteritis 

The  “Bel  Mare”  arrived  on  28th  May  from  Bahrein.  Several  cases  of 
severe  diarrhoea  and  vomiting  were  reported  amongst  the  crew  of  this 
Swedish  vessel.  One  of  the  patients  had  been  cooking  and  handling  food. 
Nine  samples  of  foodstuffs  were  taken  and  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination  and  staphylococcus  pyogenes  were  found  in  three  of  the 
samples.  Twenty-four  specimens  of  faeces  were  also  submitted  for  exam¬ 
ination  and  salmonella  organisms  were  found  in  one  specimen.  Six  samples 
of  water  were  taken  and  found  satisfactory. 

The  vessel  sailed  for  Gothenburg  on  30th  May  and  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  of  that  port  was  informed.  He  later  advised  that  he  had  instituted 
an  investigation  of  this  vessel  and  two  faecal  specimens  from  the  crew  proved 
positive  for  organisms  of  the  salmonella  group  and  for  shigella  Sonne. 
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A  case  of  food-poisoning  was  removed  from  the  vessel  14  City  of  Swansea” 
from  Bombay  on  the  19th  August.  A  member  of  the  crew  had  been 
complaining  of  symptoms  thought  to  be  due  to  malaria  and  he  was  admitted 
to  the  isolation  hospital  at  Fazakerley.  On  the  24th  he  was  found  to  be 
suffering  from  infection  by  Salmonella  tennessee. 

No  further  cases  were  reported  from  the  vessel  and  she  left  the  port  on 
the  1st  September. 


Anthrax 

The  provision  of  protection  against  this  disease  is  available  to  all  those 
considered  at  risk  in  the  Liverpool  area.  The  scheme  in  operation  at  the 
Government  Wool  Disinfecting  Station  since  1960  continues  to  work 
smoothly  and  this  is  the  result,  without  doubt,  of  the  excellent  co-operation 
and  assistance  given  by  the  management  of  this  station.  No  new  cases  were 
notified  in  the  station  during  1962  but  one  employee  with  a  skin  lesion  was 
referred  in  the  last  quarter  of  the  year,  to  Fazakerley  hospital,  where  the 
tests  were  negative  for  Anthrax.  The  man  concerned  later  agreed  to  accept 
the  protection  available  against  this  disease. 

The  “  Clan  Mcllwraith  ”  came  from  Glasgow  and  berthed  at  Birkenhead 
on  the  17th  February  to  load  outward  cargo.  On  that  day  one  of  her  crew, 
an  Indian  seaman,  was  removed  to  Birkenhead  General  Hospital  and  later 
transferred  to  Fazakerley  Hospital  with  a  diagnosis  of  anthrax.  He  died  on 
the  19th  February. 

On  the  previous  voyage  the  vessel  had  loaded  at  East  Pakistan  and  Indian 
ports  skins  and  hides  for  London,  bags  of  bones  for  Glasgow  as  well  as 
carpets,  leather  and  cotton  waste  and  other  general  cargo. 

TABLE  D 

The  number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  landed  from  vessels  arriving  at 
Liverpool  and  those  occurring  in  Liverpool-bound  ships  which  were 
disposed  of  before  arrival,  are  shown  in  the  following  tables: 
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TABLE  D 

CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  SICKNESS  LANDED  FROM  VESSELS 


Diseases 

No.  of  Cases  during  Year 

No.  of 
Vessels 
concerned 

Passengers 

Crew 

Quarantinable  Diseases 

Cholera  . 

— 

■ — ■ 

— 

Plague . 

— 

— 

- — 

Smallpox  . 

— _ 

— 

— . 

Typhus  Fever . 

■ — 

— 

— 

Yellow  Fever . 

— 

— 

— - 

Other  Infectious  Diseases 

Chickenpox  . 

5 

8 

9 

Dysentery  . 

— 

2 

2 

Erysipelas  . 

— 

1 

1 

Gastro-enteritis  . 

3 

8 

9 

German  Measles  . 

— 

1 

1 

Infective  Hepatitis  . 

2 

2 

4 

Malaria . 

1 

2 

3 

Measles...  . 

5 

— 

4 

Mumps . 

1 

2 

3 

Pneumonia  . 

— 

5 

5 

Pyrexia  (unidentified)  . 

— 

3 

3 

Poliomyelitis  ... 

— 

1 

1 

Tuberculosis . 

3 

4 

7 

Total  . 

20 

39 

52 
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CASES  OF  iNFECTIOUS  SICKNESS  OCCURRING  IN  VESSELS  DURING  THE  VOYAGE 
BUT  DISPOSED  OF  PRIOR  TO  ARRIVAL.  YEAR  1962 


Diseases 

No.  of  Cases  during  Year 

No.  of 
Vessels 
concerned 

Passengers 

Crew 

Quarantinable  Diseases 

Cholera . 

— 

— 

— 

Plague . 

— 

— 

— 

Smallpox  . 

2 

— 

1 

Typhus  Fever . 

— . 

— 

— 

Yellow  Fever . 

— 

— 

— 

Other  infectious  Diseases 

Chickenpox  . 

6 

9 

12 

Gastro-enteritis  . 

1 

— 

1 

German  Measles 

8 

• — 

3 

Infective  Hepatitis  . 

— 

1 

1 

Malaria . 

1 

3 

4 

Measles...  . 

4 

— 

2 

Mumps . 

2 

1 

2 

Paratyphoid  Fever  . 

— 

3 

2 

Pneumonia  . 

2 

1 

3 

Pyrexia  (unidentified) . 

1 

1 

2 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

1 

— 

1 

Tuberculosis . 

— 

1 

1 

Typhoid  Fever...  . 

1 

1 

2 

Total  . 

29 

21 

37 
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CASES  LANDED  FROM  COASTWISE  VESSELS 


No.  of  Cases  during  Year 

No.  of 

Disease 

Vessels 

Passengers 

Crew 

concerned 

Chickenpox 

1 

— 

1 

German  Measles 

— 

1 

1 

Total 

1 

1 

2 

SECTION  X 

OBSERVATIONS  ON  THE  OCCURRENCE  OF  MALARIA 

IN  SHIPS 

The  use  of  malarial  suppressants  in  ships  entering  the  port  from  affected 
areas  has  continued  to  keep  the  incidence  of  this  disease  at  a  low  figure. 
Seven  cases  of  malaria  or  suspected  malaria  were  reported  from  seven  ships 
in  the  year. 


SECTION  XI 

MEASURES  TAKEN  AGAINST  SHIPS  INFECTED  WITH  OR 

SUSPECTED  FOR  PLAGUE 

There  were  no  cases,  or  suspected  plague  in  ships  arriving  in  the  port  of 
Liverpool  during  1962.  One  suspected  rat  from  a  ship  was  found  on 
bacteriological  examination  to  be  negative  for  plague. 

SECTION  XII 

MEASURES  AGAINST  RODENTS  IN  SHIPS  FROM  FOREIGN 

PORTS 

The  port  is  divided  into  four  districts.  A  port  health  inspector,  a  rat 
searcher,  and  a  rat  catcher  are  allotted  to  each  district;  the  rat  searcher  is 
responsible  for  searching  for  evidence  of  rats,  and  the  rat  catcher  for  dealing 
with  rat  infestation.  Each  rodent  operative  is  given  specific  tasks  daily, 
to  be  carried  out  at  set  times,  and  the  work  is  checked  by  cross  visits. 
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Foreign-going  ships  entering  the  port  are  visited  by  a  port  health  inspector 
and  a  rat  searcher  as  soon  as  possible  after  docking.  Traps  are  set  in  all 
ships  from  infected  ports,  and  in  all  foreign-going  ships  when  rat  evidence 
is  reported  where  time  in  port  permits. 

In  view  of  the  reduced  danger  from  plague,  the  only  rats  now  sent  for 
bacteriological  investigation  are  a  small  number  caught  in  ships  from  a 
plague  port,  or  rats  found  dead  near  these  ships. 

Ratguards 

Foreign-going  ships,  whether  arriving  from  abroad,  or  proceeding  coast¬ 
wise,  are  visited  on  arrival  by  a  port  health  inspector,  and  advised  to  fit 
ratguards  on  all  moorings.  Ratguards  should  be  of  sheet  metal  at  least 
three  feet  in  diameter,  with  sharp  edged  circumference,  or  instead  the  rope 
may  be  parcelled  with  canvas,  or  sacking  coated  with  tar.  This  tar  must 
be  kept  in  a  sticky  condition.  Ships’  officers  are  also  advised  not  to  leave 
cargo  nets  hanging  between  the  ship  and  shore  at  night. 


Deratting 

Deratting  in  ships  is  accomplished  by: — 

(1)  Routine  trapping  by  port  health  rat  catchers. 

(2)  Trapping  and/or  poisoning  by  rat  catchers  employed  by  the  shipping 
companies. 

(3)  Fumigation  with  hydro-cyanic  acid  gas  or  sulphur  dioxide.  This 
method  is  alone  approved  for  the  issue  of  the  International  Deratting 
Certificate.  Rodenticides  are  not  approved  for  this  purpose  in  the  Port 
of  Liverpool.  The  contractors  undertaking  this  work  are  as  follows:— 

(a)  Rat  Catching. 

Rentokil  Laboratories  Limited. 

Hivey  Fumigation  Company. 

Irlam  Insecticides. 


A.  Sewell. 
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( b )  Fumigators. 

Rentokil  Laboratories  Limited. 

Fumigation  Services  Limited. 

Hivey  Fumigation  Company. 

Deratting  in  dock  premises  is  accomplished  by: — 

(1)  Routine  trapping  by  port  health  rat  catchers. 

(2)  Routine  trapping  and  poisoning  by  rat  catchers  employed  by  the 
Mersey  Docks  and  Harbour  Board. 

(3)  Trapping  and  poisoning  by  private  rat-catching  firms  employed  by 
shipping  companies  and  warehouse  owners. 


Examination  of  ships  for  rats 

This  is  accomplished  by: — 

(1)  Enquiries  and  search  by  port  health  rat  searchers,  who  search  foreign- 
going  ships  on  arrival  and  also  make  periodic  searches  during  the  discharge 
of  cargo.  Any  ship  for  which  a  deratting  or  deratting  exemption  certificate 
has  been  applied  for,  is  searched  throughout  when  the  cargo  spaces  are 
empty.  Six  hundred  and  forty-nine  vessels  were  so  examined  in  1962. 
Immediate  investigation  is  undertaken  of  reports  from  ships’  masters  and 
other  officers,  dock  workers,  and  privately-employed  rat  catchers. 


Rat  Proofing 

When  temporary  or  permanent  rat  harbourage  is  discovered  in  ships,  the 
master  and  the  owners  (or  agents)  are  informed  and  advised  how  to 
eliminate  it:  every  effort  is  made  to  see  that  vessels  are  made  reasonably 
ratproof  before  a  deratting  exemption  certificate  is  issued. 

Regular  surveys  are  made  of  all  premises  in  the  vicinity  of  ships,  and  no 
unnecessary  accumulations  of  stores  or  gear  are  permitted. 
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TABLE  E 

RATS  DESTROYED 


Rodents  Destroyed  During  the  Year  1962  in  Ships  from  Foreign  Ports 


Category 

Number 

Black  Rats  . 

275 

Brown  Rats  . 

4 

Species  not  known  . 

— 

Sent  for  examination . 

67 

Infected  with  plague . 

_ 

Rodents  Destroyed  During  the  Year  1962  in  Docks,  Quays, 

Wharves  and  Warehouses 


Category 

Number 

Black  Rats  . 

1,352 

Brown  Rats  . 

553 

Species  not  known  . 

— 

Sent  for  examination . 

11 

Infected  with  plague . 

— 

Number  of  mice  destroyed  in  vessels .  91 

Number  of  mice  destroyed  on  quays .  533 

Number  of  mice  examined  from  vessels  and  quays  ...  ...  32 

In  addition  to  the  above,  2,434  rats  were  caught  and  destroyed  by  the 
Dock  Board  rat  catcher  and  private  agencies. 

Number  of  Visits  to  Vessels  by  Rat  Catchers .  4,244 

Number  of  Visits  to  Vessels  by  Rat  Searchers  ...  ...  6,270 

Number  of  Visits  to  Quays,  Sheds,  etc.,  by  Inspectors  ...  2,917 

Number  of  Visits  to  Quays,  Sheds,  etc.,  by  Rat  Searchers  ...  2,280 

Number  of  Visits  to  Quays,  Sheds,  etc.,  by  Rat  Catchers  ...  24,707 


TABLE  F 

DERATTING  CERTIFICATES  ISSUED 

Deratting  Certificates  and  Deratting  Exemption  Certificates  issued  During 

the  Year  1962 


Number  of  Deratting  Certificates 
issued  after  Fumigation  with 

After 

Trapping, 

Poisoning, 

etc. 

Total 

No.  of 
Deratting 
Exemption 
Certificates 
issued 

Total 

Certificates 

issued 

H.C.N. 

Sulphur 

H.C.N. 

and 

Sulphur 

33 

9 

— 

— 

42 

607 

649 
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SECTION  XIII 

INSPECTION  OF  SHIPS  FOR  NUISANCES 

Careful  inspection  was  made  on  ships  during  the  year  for  this  purpose 
and  it  was  found  that  the  improvement  in  crew  accommodation  and  catering 
facilities  previously  reported  has  been  maintained  with  a  corresponding 
decrease  in  sanitary  defects. 

The  attention  of  the  ship’s  master  or  officer-in-charge  is  drawn  to  any 
defect  found  and  a  verbal  request  made  for  it  to  be  remedied.  A  written 
memorandum  is  left  on  board  and  if  it  is  considered  advisable,  a  letter 
detailing  the  defects  is  sent  to  the  shipowner  or  agent.  Whenever  it  is 
not  practicable  to  abate  a  nuisance  during  the  vessel’s  stay  in  Liverpool  and 
the  ship  is  proceeding  to  another  British  port,  notification  is  sent  to  the 
medical  officer  of  the  port  concerned. 


TABLE  G 

INSPECTIONS  AND  NOTICES 
Year  1962 


Motiirn  ^  n  r\  Nliirr»K^r  /**\f  Ineno^tiAnc 

Notices  Served 

Result  of 

Serving 

Notices 

Statutory 

Other 

Notices 

Nature  of  Inspection 

Dirty  Crew  Quarters 

none 

87 

87 

Nuisances 

Remedied 

Verminous  Quarters . 

— 

♦ y 

324 

297 

y  y 

Dirty  Washhouses  or  W.C.’s 

— 

4 

4 

y  y 

Foul  Water  Tanks  ... 

— 

y  y 

— 

y  y 

Foul  Bilges 

— 

y  y 

— 

— 

y  y 

Foul  or  Choked  W.  C.’s 

— 

y  y 

5 

5 

Accumulations  of  offensive  refuse  ... 

— 

y  y 

29 

29 

Dirty  Pantries  and  Galleys  ... 

y  y 

4 

4 

y  y 

Dirty  Storerooms 

_ 

y  y 

6 

6 

y  y 

Leaky  Deckheads 

— 

y  y 

— 

— 

y  y 

Defective  Heating  System  ... 

— 

y  y 

— 

— 

y  y 

Defective  Bulkheads... 

— 

y  y 

— 

Defective  Portlights,  Skylights,  etc. 

— 

y  y 

2 

— 

y  y 

Defective  or  Inadequate  Ventilation 

— 

y  y 

— 

— 

y  y 

Defective  Deck  Covering  ... 

Gear  Stowed  in  Crew’s  Quarters  ... 

— 

y  y 

1 

1 

y  y 

— 

y  y 

— 

— 

y  y 

Damp  Quarters 

— 

y  y 

2 

2 

y  y 

Rat  Harbourage 

— 

y  y 

— 

— 

y  y 

Defective  W.C.  Fittings 

— 

»* 

4 

— 

y  y 

Defective  Soil  Pipes  ... 

>> 

— 

— 

y  y 

Defective  Waste  Pipes  or  Scuppers 

yy 

1 

1 

y  y 

Defective  Washing  Facilities 

— 

y  y 

— 

— 

y  y 

Inadequate  Lighting  ... 

— 

y  y 

— 

y  y 

Smoke  Nuisances 

— 

y  y 

46 

46 

y  y 

W.C.’s  discharging  on  Quay 

— 

9  9 

94 

93 

y  y 

Miscellaneous . 

5 

5 

y  y 

Number  of  Inspections  . . 

3,928 

Total  . 

3,928 

— — 

614 

580 

y » 
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NATIONALITY  OF  SHIPS  VISITED 
YEAR  1962 


Nationality 

Visits 

Re-visits 

Total 

British . 

2,507 

110 

2,617 

German  . 

178 

2 

180 

Norwegian 

177 

7 

184 

Dutch . 

174 

1 

175 

Swedish... 

120 

1 

121 

Liberian . 

114 

8 

122 

Spanish  ... 

102 

1 

103 

Greek . 

83 

1 

84 

Danish . 

79 

2 

81 

American  . 

58 

1 

59 

Russian . 

45 

— 

45 

Polish  ... 

35 

1 

36 

Japanese  . 

31 

— 

31 

Panamanian  . 

26 

— 

26 

Yugoslavian 

23 

1 

24 

Italian  ... 

22 

1 

23 

Finnish  ...  . 

21 

1 

22 

Israeli  ... 

20 

— 

20 

Turkish... 

19 

— 

19 

Argentinian 

17 

— 

17 

United  Arab  Republic 

15 

3 

18 

Belgian . 

14 

— 

14 

French  . 

14 

— 

14 

Swiss 

7 

1 

8 

Roumanian 

5 

— 

5 

Sudanese 

5 

— 

5 

Icelandic 

3 

— 

3 

Lebanese 

3 

— 

3 

Brazilian 

3 

— 

3 

Chilean... 

2 

— 

2 

Indonesian 

2 

— 

2 

Cuban  ... 

2 

— 

2 

Iran 

1 

— 

1 

Bulgarian 

1 

1 

Totals 

3,928 

142 

4,070 
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INSPECTION  OF  DOCK  PREMISES 


Routine  inspection  of  dock  premises  was  maintained  during  the  year 
and  the  following  defects  and  nuisances  were  observed  and  remedied. 


Description 

of 

Premises 

Defective  or 
Inadequate 

Structural 

Defects 

Rat 

Harbourage 

Rat 

Infestation 

Accumulated 

Refuse 

Noxious 

Effluvia 

Dirty 

Conditions 

Verminous 

Conditions 

Damp 

Conditions 

Water 

Supply 

Miscellaneous 

Lighting 

Heating 

Ventilation 

W.C. 

Accommodation 

Drainage 

Dock  Sheds 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

52 

80 

69 

— 

47 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Quays 

5 

3 

74 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Roadways  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

193 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Canteens  ... 

— 

— 

— 

1 

19 

2 

2 

12 

4 

— 

15 

3 

— 

6 

90 

Factories  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

12 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Warehouses 

7 

23 

1 

Latrines 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

24 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Airport 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

3 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

— 

— 

— 

3 

22 

2 

74 

133 

341 

— 

92 

4 

— 

6 

90 

Rebuilding  and  modernisation  of  premises  in  the  entire  port  area  is  still 
proceeding  and  the  final  sections  of  double  storey  sheds  at  the  west  side  of 
Canada  Dock  and  Huskisson  Dock  are  now  complete.  Following  the  re¬ 
construction  of  Langton  and  Canada  Docks,  the  new  Langton  dock  entrance 
was  opened  by  Her  Majesty  the  Queen  on  Friday,  12th  December. 

THE  FOOD  HYGIENE  (DOCKS,  CARRIERS,  ETC.) 

REGULATIONS,  1960 

Waterless  Hand  Cleaners 

Cleaners  of  this  type  have  now  been  in  use  in  the  dock  area  for  a  number 
of  years.  It  will  be  remembered  that  under  the  provisions  of  the  above 
mentioned  regulations  it  is  laid  down  in  Part  IV,  Sect.  17  that  washing 
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facilities  shall  be  provided  in,  or  in  reasonable  proximity  to,  any  premises  or 
place  where  food  not  so  packed,  or  the  packing  of  which  is  not  in  such  a 
state,  as  to  prevent  any  part  of  the  food  itself  from  coming  into  contact  with 
any  surface  which  the  package  may  touch. 

A  cleaner  is  usually  sited  at  an  exit  from  a  shed  when  soap  and  water 
facilities  might  be  considered  inconveniently  positioned  to  the  work  in 
progress.  In  order  to  compare  the  efficiency  of  hand  cleaning  by  this 
method  with  soap  and  water  cleaning,  a  test  was  made  early  in  1962:  the 
results  are  tabulated  on  the  following  page.  This  experiment  shows  that 
where  soap  and  hot  water  are  not  available  for  hand  washing,  the  waterless 
cleaners  on  the  dock  provide  a  reasonable  substitute. 

SECTION  XIV 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (SHELLFISH)  REGULATIONS,  1934/48 

The  Public  Health  (Shellfish)  Regulations,  1934/48  authorise  local 
authorities  to  issue  Orders  controlling  the  sale  of  shellfish  which  have  been 
collected  from  polluted  areas.  The  limits  of  the  Port  of  Liverpool,  defined 
at  the  introduction  of  this  Report,  bound  such  an  area  and  hence  an  Order 
made  in  1951  by  the  Liverpool  Corporation  is  displayed  on  notice  boards, 
erected  at  suitable  sites  on  the  Cheshire  and  Lancashire  approaches  to  the 
shores.  This  Order  forbids  the  collecting  of  shellfish  for  sale  from  the  pre¬ 
scribed  areas,  unless  they  are  submitted  to  a  process  of  cleansing  in 
premises,  and  by  apparatus,  approved  by  this  Authority. 

The  premises  of  a  cockle  merchant  at  Scarisbrick  approved  by  this 
Authority  in  1961  were  visited  by  the  Chief  Port  Health  Inspector  and  one 
of  his  assistants  in  October  this  year.  Three  samples  of  cockles  were  taken 
and  bacteriologically  examined,  with  the  following  results  : — 

(1)  Raw  cockles  before  cleansing— Grade  II  (8  faecal  col i  per  million  fish 
tissue). 

(2)  Cockles  after  being  exposed  to  steam  under  pressure — Colony  count 
at  37°C.,  25.  B.  coli,  Coliforms  and  B.  welchii  absent. 

(3)  Cockles  after  steam  treatment  and  washing  in  fresh  water — Colony 
count  at  37  C,  770.  B.  coli  and  B.  welchii  absent  in  one  fifth  gram, 
B.  welchii  present  in  1  gram.  No  organisms  of  the  salmonella  group  or 
staphylococcus  pyogenes  present. 


RESULT  OF  CLEANING  HANDS  WITH  SOAP  AND  WATER 


26 


<o 

^ _ s 

w 

to 

to 

~— . 

3 

VI 

0) 

cC 

~u 

Q) 

’*3  w' 

-Q  to 

3  3 

TJ 

Q) 

t/i ' — ' 

3  ^ 

U  3 

U  ^ 

to 

3 

to  .¥1  3 

3  7-  <j 

CO 

3 

<D 

X  ^ 

C 

to  _Q 

c 

0  £ 

X 

X  I-I  0 

X 

> 

“C  <u 
rt  x 

rtf 

(tf 

-C 

rtf 

u  rt 

0 

rtf 

-3  x  u 

rt  3  O 

rtf 

tO  »j 

4J  tO 

CJ  to 

to 

to  oo  4J 

to 

(tf 

L_ 

<1> 

u  T; 

u  l> 

-O 

0 

Lh-  => 

o  y 

_Q 

0 

CL  3 
a>  u 

L.  U 

3 

U 

U 

3  CL 

u  O  <u 

3  ! 

U 

Cl 

O  vi  — 

X 

vi  ™  o 

-C 

w  o 

o 

O  M”  W 

0 

0 

u  F 

CO  {J 

U 

U  C  W 

u 

4-) 

c 

^  m  Cl 

>.  c  2 

o 

2  O.  o 

e  2  •>' 

$ 

0 

</>  0 
c  -r 

_o 

>. 

0  w 

^  C  ?  i-rt 

0 

X 

o 

-c  rt  P 

bO 

a  px 

bO 

TO 

X 

3  rt  Pt3 

-C 

=53 

O.  bO  J- 

M  h,  a 

Q, 

Cl 

Cl  txo  h,-  — 

CL 

0 

fiS  l. 

0 

L.  Wl  rt 

0 

L.  pj 

td 

«t  s_  bo  L. 

rtf 

ai 

£0 

Z 

0  £ 

z 

>do 

w 

oo 

c^O  > 

VJ 

OO 

•r- 

(N 

>H°M 

r* 

(N 

>lJOM 

jaajv 

| 

JS3}V 

_C) 

CO 

, _ s 

W) 

4-J 

ZZL 

ZZ 

c 

3 

^-V 

cz 

3 

ZZ 

" 

“  bO 

to 

(X 

w  bO 

O  bo 

VI 

Cl) 

Qd 

CO 

CO 

i/I  3 

to 

W  3 

to 

vi  3 

to 

3 

3 

3  'C 

3 

LU 

3  ‘C 

3 

3  ’Z 

3 

X 

X) 

x  rt 

X 

z 

X  rj 

X 

X  rt 

X 

2 

rtf 

(tf 

<u 

rtf 

< 

<L> 

^  -Q  ^ 

rtf 

03  JD  ^  — 

rtf 

N 

to 

3 

CO 

3 

(O  i  — 

3  O  w 

to 

3 

LU 

X 

to  1  — 

3  V  ZZ 

to 

3 

tO  !  - 

to 

3 

U 

u 

<J 

u 

u  O. 

u  0  J2 

U 

u 

U 

U  i- 

u  O  J2 

U 

u 

U  L.  V) 

u  0  2^ 

U 

tj 

L. 

0 

0 

O  Q.  fc 

0 

Q 

o  cl  E 

o 

0  cl  E  0 

0 

o 

u 

u 

U  VI  VI 

u  . 

U  to  CO 

u 

<-l  VI  vi  LL 

u 

_o 

o 

_2  U  C 

o  c 

Z 

.2  LI  ‘c 

o 

O  LI  c  OJ 

_o 

>v 

>. 

^X  £?„ 

^  o 

< 

>n  r\  ftf 

X 

X'X  JS.-5 

X 

a. 

to 

c 

X 

Cl 

cs 

x 

Cl 

rt 

X  Q  w> 

X  -X 

CL  0 

rt  w 

I 

-=  o  £? 

X 

CL 

rt 

x  0  w>_£ 
rt  ^3  o.e- 

X 

a 

rt 

u> 

00 

■UJ 

OO 

4-» 

OO 

OO 

w  ^ 

co  C 

w 

00 

d^<  Q 

OO 

LU 

X 

▼" 

(N 

no 

"T 

cC 

r 

<N 

m 

X 

(— 

< 

—— 

CO 

4~> 

4-J 

I 

_ 

_  c 

^  <u 

h- 

O 

O 

3 

CO  ^ 

to 

to  5 

- - ' 

> 

to 

to 

to  u 

to 

CO 

3  <U 

3 

3  o 

to 

> 

3 

3 

3  0 

3 

a; 

X  Q. 

X 

X  o 

3 

00 

Q 

Z 

X 

X 

x  0 

X 

rtf 

CO  ZZ 

(tf 

to 

“3  u 

*  0  3 
to  4-»  ^ _ / 

-O 

rtf 

(tf  , _ ^ 

to  ZZ 

rtf 

CO 

~3  U 

rt  0  0 

tO  4-»  s _ - 

rtf 

to 

>- 

3  _ 

3 

CJ  Q. 

3 

3 

3  CL  £/, 

3 

u  W 

U  XI 

u 

u 

u  <u  -n 

U  u  ^3 

3 

u 

< 

U  LI 

U  T) 

u 

u 

U  OJ  J£ 

U  s_  X) 

U 

u 

o  5 

0 

O  W  o 

u 

z 

o  o 

0 

0  £  0 

0 

L. 

v  C 

u 

O  «1  l 

o 

(J 

L>  L. 

u 

2  3 

u 

o 

O  <u 

o 

O  i/I  (U 

u 

O  <D 

0 

O  to  Q) 

0 

4-J 

u 

a 

Cl 

ll 

>s 

JC 

CL 

rtf 

a^-= 
rt  s- 

>- 

X 

Cl 

rt 

z 

z 

II 

g\i 

>S 

JO 

CL 

rtf 

a^-2 

rt  3  .CL 

>S 

JZ 

CL 

(tf 

c 

to  Q 

00 

do  >  q 

OO 

< 

LU 

VO  Q 

+-> 

00 

dd  >  0 

4-> 

OO 

X 

T— 

CN 

ro 

U 

X 

0 

00 

X — 

rs 

no 

CO 

o 

h- 

w 

to 

/—V 

/-S 

3 

H3 

z 

D 

zz 

~ 

CO 

v _ .. 

V _ ✓ 

CO  v _ / 

s _ / 

OO 

N _ ✓ 

x^/ 

to  . _ , 

• - - 

a> 

a: 

us 

to 

3 

3  _Q 

U  ^3 

U  -3 

to 

3 

X 

a: 

CO 

3 

CO 

3 

3  w  .2 

u  3  — 

vi  .2 

3  — 

X 

Xl 

o  x  w 

X 

X 

X 

0  X  VJ 

X  LI 

- 

rtf 

rtf 

rtf 

rtf 

rtf 

(tf  -9 

X 

o  x 

0  3 

3 

CO 

to 

WWW 

to 

to 

to 

3  VI 

to  to 

3 

3 

Q.  3 

3 

3 

3 

a.3v 

3  L_ 

u 

u 

U 

u 

a  U  o 

L  U  U~ 

U 

U 

U 

U 

U 

U 

3  3  0 

3  0 

o 

o 

4J  O  00  ' - ' 

o 

o 

o 

3  0  V) 

O  VI 

u 

u 

^  °  F  CL 

U 

U 

U 

VI  u  c 

u  E  — 

U 

_o 

_o 

2  o  2  3 

_o 

_o 

_o 

2  O  Sc 

0  5,  — 

a) 

x 

ni  ^  c  o 

>s 

>. 

rtl  ^  C  n 

>*  0  n 

to 

J3 

CL 

_c 

CL 

JC 

CL 

-C 

CL 

JZ 

CL 

-S-c  rt  §• 

—  CL  to  2 

X  rt  §- 

cl  wj  2 

rtf 

(tf 

L  rt  l 

rtf 

rtf 

rtf 

3  rt  L  U 

rt  l-  P 

oo 

i-J 

OO 

>^0 

u> 

tn 

w 

OO 

L-> 

OO 

>£0  3) 

3rt  L 

00  U  bO 

bO 

bo 

bO 

bO 

bO 

bo 

c 

V 

c 

c 

C 

X 

c 

C 

c 

0) 

rtf 

H 

m 

o. 

O 

JZ 

to 

X  o 

JE 

L_ 

o 

to 

"O  0 

JZ 

CO 

£ 

<y 

(tf 

£ 

J  <3 
■*-  u 

<3 

0) 

rtf 

£ 

rt  j= 

X  y 

rtf 

JD 

0, 

L= 

L. 

o. 

3  W 

k. 

rt 

o 

<u 

<U  rt 

01 

o 

0) 

<U  rt 

<y 

w 

4-* 

AJ 

00 

<1) 

a 

CD 

< 

<  £ 

< 

ca 

< 

<  £ 

< 

T 

fS 

no 

T— 

(N 

ro 

<D 


very  small  numbers, 
small  numbers, 
moderate  numbers. 
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CLEAN  AIR  ACT,  1956 
and 

DARK  SMOKE  (PERMITTED  PERIODS)  (VESSELS) 

REGULATIONS,  1959 

During  1962  the  attention  of  the  Master  or  Chief  Engineer  of  49  vessels 
had  to  be  drawn  to  the  above  Regulations.  In  every  case  the  nuisance  was 
abated  and  no  proceedings  were  instituted. 

DOCK  CANTEENS 

The  Port  Health  Inspectors  are  responsible  for  the  inspection  of  dock 
canteens  to  ensure  that  an  adequate  standard  of  hygiene  is  maintained. 
During  the  year  under  review  1,528  separate  inspections  were  made  and 
154  defects  were  noted  and  corrected. 

REFUSE  IN  DOCK  ESTATE 

Approximately  8,000  tons  of  refuse  are  produced  annually  from  the  dock 
estate  of  which  5,000  tons  are  combustible,  2,000  tons  incombustible  and 
1 ,000  tons  putrescible.  The  port  health  inspectors  have  exercised  constant 
vigilance  concerning  the  storage,  conveyance  and  removal  of  this  material 
and  during  the  year  341  incidents  of  refuse  accumulations  were  dealt  with. 

VACCINATIONS  AND  INOCULATIONS 

During  1962  the  Port  Health  Authority  continued  to  give  an  inoculation 
service,  available  at  very  short  notice,  to  shipping  companies  using  the  port. 
Liverpool  Health  Department  at  Hatton  Garden  was  approved  as  a  Yellow 
Fever  Inoculation  Centre  in  1960,  and  the  inoculations  are  normally  carried 
out  there  by  appointment.  Sailing  destinations  can  be  altered  at  very  short 
notice,  however,  and  this  year  24  ships  were  visited  and  251  yellow  fever 
inoculations  were  given  aboard.  In  addition  28  smallpox  vaccinations, 
146  cholera  inoculations,  and  27  T.A.B.  inoculations  were  given. 

RADIOACTIVE  MATERIALS 

Ships  carrying  radioactive  materials  are  visited  by  a  port  health 
inspector.  During  the  year  156  vessels  shipped  radioactive  materials, 
92  loading  and  84  discharging  these  cargoes. 
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During  the  discharge  of  one  of  the  ships  visited,  a  container  was  damaged 
causing  slight  contamination  in  the  ship  and  on  the  quay.  The  Ministry  of 
Transport,  Factories  Inspector  and  the  Radiation  Monitoring  Officer  were 
informed  and  decontamination  and  safety  tests  were  applied  immediately. 

During  the  year  four  members  of  the  Port  Health  staff  attended  short 
courses  in  Radiation  Safety  and  Health  Physics  at  the  Liverpool  College  of 
Technology. 


SECTION  XV 

MEDICAL  INSPECTION  OF  ALIENS  AND 
COMMONWEALTH  IMMIGRANTS 

Medical  Officers  holding  Warrants  of  Appointment  as  medical  inspectors 
of  Aliens  and  Commonwealth  Immigrants  are: — 

Professor  Andrew  B.  Semple, 

Dr.  J.  B.  Meredith  Davies, 

Dr.  T.  L.  Hobday, 

Dr.  A.  J.  Graham, 

*Dr.  W.  H.  Parry  (Aliens  only), 

Dr.  W.  Drawneek, 

*Dr.  A.  Griffith  (Aliens  only), 

Dr.  S.  Smith, 

Dr.  D.  E.  Phillips, 

Dr.  M.  J.  O’Brien. 

*Dr.  Parry  and  Dr.  Griffith  left  the  service  before  the  Commonwealth 
Immigrants  Act  came  into  force. 

No  other  staff  are  regularly  engaged  on  this  work,  though  the  medical 
officers  may  be  assisted  by  health  visitors  from  the  City  staff  when  necessary. 
Normally,  immigration  officers  refer  to  the  medical  officers  any  passengers 
whom  they  have  reason  to  believe  may  require  examination  under  the 
Aliens  Order;  a  medical  officer  is  therefore  always  present  during  the  dis¬ 
embarkation  of  passengers  from  trans-Atlantic  liners. 

The  following  table  gives  the  total  number  of  aliens  arriving  in  the  Port 
of  Liverpool  during  1962  and  the  number  of  each  of  the  categories  under 
which  alien  passengers  are  classified  by  the  Immigration  Department  of  the 
Home  Office: — 
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Visitors 

Business 

Visitors 

Contract 

Seamen 

Others 

Total 

Seaport  ... 

... 

4,326 

54 

— 

2,086 

6,466 

Airport  ... 

... 

286 

155 

585 

118 

1,144 

Total  ... 

... 

4,612 

209 

585 

2,204 

7,610 

Total  number  of  vessels  carrying  Alien  passengers . 1,028 

Number  of  vessels  dealt  with  by  the  Medical  Inspector  .  150 

Number  of  aircraft  dealt  with  by  the  Medical  Inspector  .  19 

Total  number  of  aliens  landed  in  the  Port  . 7,610 

Number  subjected  to  detailed  examination  by  Medical  Inspectors...  68 
Certificates  issued  by  Medical  Inspectors  .  2 

Medical  inspection  of  alien  passengers  is  normally  conducted  either  in  the 
ship  itself,  or,  in  relation  to  aircraft,  in  the  examination  room  at  Liverpool 
Airport. 

The  Commonwealth  Immigrants  Act  1962  came  into  force  in  July.  The 
main  purpose  of  the  medical  provisions  is  to  enable  the  Medical  Inspector 
to  advise  the  Immigration  Officer  so  that  entry  may  be  refused  when  a 
person  is  suffering  from  a  mental  disorder,  or  when  it  is  otherwise  medically 
undesirable  that  a  particular  person  should  be  admitted.  From  July  to 
December  5,085  commonwealth  immigrants  entered  the  port  of  whom 
410  were  medically  examined  and  one  certificate  was  issued. 


MISCELLANEOUS 

ASSOCIATION  OF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTORS 

ANNUAL  CONFERENCE 

Mr.  McCoy,  Chief  Port  Health  Inspector,  was  elected  Chairman  of  the  Sea 
and  Air  Port  Health  Inspectors’  Branch  of  the  Association  in  1962.  He 
attended  the  Annual  Conference  of  the  Association  in  Southport,  where  he 
read  a  paper  on  “Port  Health  Administration  at  Liverpool”. 
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FOOD  INSPECTION 

DESICCATED  COCONUT  FROM  CEYLON 

The  anticipated  improvement  in  this  commodity  which  was  mentioned 
in  last  year’s  report  has,  in  the  past  year,  slowly  become  apparent.  The 
Regulations  enforced  by  the  Government  of  Ceylon,  and  the  establishment 
in  that  country  of  laboratories  to  control  and  investigate  methods  used  in 
the  preparation  of  coconut  are  clearly  having  a  good  effect  upon  the 
cleanliness  of  this  commodity.  Last  year  10,109  samples  were  taken  of 
which  0-69%  showed  the  presence  of  designated  salmonellae  and  3*15% 
showed  other  saimoneilae.  As  during  last  year,  we  have  considered  certain 
salmonellae  as  “designated”:  this  term  means  that  there  is  ample  evidence 
that  they  are  likely  to  cause  disease  when  consumed  with  foodstuffs.  The 
designated  salmonellae  are: 


S.  typhimurium 

S.  montevideo 

S.  paratyphi-B 

S.  oranienburg 

S.  thompson 

S.  tennessee 

S.  bareilly 

S.  give 

S.  chaster 

S.  infantis 

S.  newport 

S.  meleagridis 

S.  senftenburg 

S.  muenchen 

S.  Stanley. 

(The  last  three  salmonellae  have  not  yet  been  detected  in  desiccated  coconut 
examined  at  this  port).  This  year  6,430  samples  (from  3,104  consignments) 
gave  the  figures  0-71%  (designated)  and  1-88%  (non-designated)  respec¬ 
tively.  From  the  final  figures  for  1962  it  is  found  that  2-59%  of  all  samples 
were  positive  for  salmonellae  (all  types)  compared  with  3-84%  for  the 
previous  year.  The  second  half  of  1962  showed  considerable  improvement, 
the  corresponding  figures  for  the  last  six  months  being: — July  4-09%, 
August  3-46%,  September  1-66%,  October  0-84%,  November  1-52%,  and 
December  0-84%.  Our  laboratory  findings,  related  to  mill  numbers  and 
shippers  marks,  are  sent  to  the  Ceylon  authorities  concerned  with  these 
exports  as  it  is  felt  this  may  be  of  assistance  in  the  production  of  cleaner 
desiccated  coconut. 
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The  number  of  approved  sterilising  plants  to  which  reference  was  made 
last  year  and  to  which  desiccated  coconut  can  be  released  from  the  port 
immediately  on  discharge  and  without  sampling,  has  now  been  increased 
from  two  in  1961  to  eight  this  year.  These  are  located  at  Halifax  (two), 
Norwich,  Poplar  (two),  Salford,  Ashby-de-la-Zouch  and  York:  77  con¬ 
signments  consisting  of  3,750  packages  were  released  to  these  establishments 
this  year.  In  each  instance  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the  destination 
was  informed. 

DESICCATED  COCONUT  FROM  THE  PHILIPPINES 

A  total  of  38  consignments  was  landed  in  Liverpool  during  1962.  This  is 
an  increase  of  26  upon  the  previous  year.  In  all  5,460  packages  made  up 
these  consignments,  30  of  which  were  sampled  and  eight  released  uncon¬ 
ditionally  without  sampling.  A  total  of  202  samples  (3-7%  of  packages) 
was  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory:  no  salmonellae  were  found 
in  any  sample,  and  therefore  the  consignments  were  released  at  once. 

In  June  the  position  concerning  sampling  of  desiccated  coconut  from  the 
Philippines  was  reviewed  and  in  view  of  the  excellent  record  found  in  the 
previous  eighteen  months  it  was  decided  to  discontinue  the  routine  sampling 
of  all  consignments  and  substitute  a  system  of  sampling  only  the  last  ten 
in  every  1,000  packages  imported.  This  accounts  for  the  release  of  the 
eight  consignments  mentioned  above  without  sampling. 

DESICCATED  COCONUT  PRODUCTS  FROM  U.S.A, 

Two  consignments  of  75  and  100  cartons  of  cake  mixes  containing 
desiccated  coconut  were  landed  from  the  vessels  “American  Importer”  in 
January  and  the  “American  Veteran”  in  April.  Fourteen  samples  were 
drawn  and  sent  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory.  No  salmonellae  were 
found  in  any  of  them.  No  import  of  this  type  of  produce  has  come  into 
Liverpool  since  April:  this  is  a  marked  reduction  from  1961  when  six 
consignments  (298  cartons)  were  landed,  from  which  two  of  57  samples 
were  positive  and  resulted  in  the  return  of  123  cartons  to  the  United  States. 

MEAT  AND  MEAT  PRODUCTS 

Imports  from  each  country  will  be  considered  separately  and  consign¬ 
ments  having  public  health  interest  will  be  reported  upon  individually. 
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Meat  from  New  Zealand 

The  vessel  “Coptic”  docked  in  Liverpool  on  the  8th  March  and  in  her 
cargo  was  a  large  consignment  of  lamb  carcases.  It  was  observed  by  the 
food  inspector  at  the  beginning  of  discharge  of  the  8,953  carcases  that  a 
number  of  these  carcases  were  affected  by  black  spot,  mould  and  decom¬ 
position.  He  therefore  put  the  consignment  under  detention  and  it  was 
dispersed  to  three  local  cold  stores  where  a  complete  examination  was 
made  under  supervision.  A  total  of  734  carcases  was  found  to  be  affected 
in  some  way  and  these  were  segregated  and  later  re-examined.  447  carcases 
were  eventually  rejected  and  the  balance  was  reconditioned  by  removal  of 
the  affected  portions.  These  portions,  with  the  rejected  whole  carcases, 
totalled  12,323-lbs.  and  the  full  examination  was  not  completed  till  the 
17th  May. 

Meat  from  Australia 

With  the  exception  of  two  consignments  of  boneless  brisket  beef  which 
were  landed  in  Liverpool  during  April  and  May,  imports  of  meat  and  meat 
products  from  Australia  were  found  in  very  good  condition. 

Onchocerciasis,  a  threadworm  infestation  which  leads  to  the  formation 
of  “worm-nests”  in  the  meat,  caused  the  rejection  of  98  pieces  of  beef 
(164  lbs.)  from  237  cartons  of  boneless  beef  brisket  landed  from  the  vessel 
“Hector”  in  May  and  62  pieces  (84  lbs.)  from  489  cartons  from  the 
“Northumberland”  in  April.  Examination  of  this  latter  consignment  was 
not  carried  beyond  the  50%  level  as  the  number  of  pieces  infested  fell 
below  3%  at  that  point. 

It  is  very  gratifying  to  note  the  improvement  of  imports  of  boneless 
brisket  beef  when  compared  with  last  year’s  figures  and  the  efforts  of  the 
Commonwealth  Veterinary  Officer  in  this  country  are  much  appreciated. 

Meat  from  U.S.A. 

Decomposition  would  appear  to  be  the  chief  defect  in  importations  of 
frozen  meat  from  the  U.S.A.  The  report  for  1961  showed  that  a  large 
quantity  of  this  foodstuff  could  not  be  used  on  its  arrival  in  the  United 
Kingdom  because  of  this  fault  and  there  were  similar  occurrences  in  1962. 

The  “Birgit  Ragne”  discharged  two  consignments  of  frozen  ox  kidneys  in 
October  and  it  was  obvious  on  preliminary  examination  that  the  meat  was 
decomposed  and  would  require  a  full  and  thorough  examination.  This  was 
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completed  by  May  1962  and  resulted  in  the  rejection  of  107  cartons  (each 
35  lbs.)  from  the  first  consignment  of  854  cartons,  and  102  cartons  from  the 
second  consignment  of  864  cartons:  in  all  a  total  of  7,315  lbs.  of  meat  was 
rejected. 

On  the  27th  December,  1961  the  vessel  “Marwarri”  started  discharging 
cartons  of  frozen  ox  kidneys,  beef  and  lamb  tongues  and  sheep  livers  at 
South  Sandon  Dock.  120  cartons  of  ox  kidneys  and  538  cartons  of  beef 
tongues,  totalling  respectively  2,240  lbs.  and  55,540  lbs.  were  rejected  on 
preliminary  examination  on  the  quay,  and  other  consignments  not  under 
review  were  detained  in  various  cold  stores  in  the  city  for  examination. 
This  examination  was  completed  by  27th  April  and  the  result  was  that  a 
total  of  1,591  cartons  weighing  114,655  lbs.  was  rejected  as  unfit  for  human 
consumption.  This  was  the  only  occasion  when  evidence  could  be  shown 
that  decomposition  had  occurred  outside  the  country  of  origin,  and  it  was 
said  to  be  due  to  a  fault  in  the  ship’s  refrigeration  system. 

Throughout  1962  the  failure  to  maintain  frozen  meat  in  a  wholesome 
condition  was  repeatedly  observed  and,  apart  from  the  above  instance,  the 
refrigeration  of  the  ship  could  not  be  blamed,  in  all  a  total  of  eight  ships 
discharged  consignments  of  this  type  entailing  100%  examination  of  3,463 
cartons  in  all  and,  finally,  the  rejection  of  15,505  lbs.  net.  of  meat. 

Bulk  Lard  from  U.S.A. 

In  March  we  were  informed  that  the  deep  tanks  of  a  ship  under  construc¬ 
tion  in  Sunderland,  had  been  shot-blasted  to  ensure  cleanliness  and  then 
painted  with  several  coats  of  a  special  paint  in  readiness  for  the  carrying  of 
edible  oils  between  Liverpool,  Glasgow  and  the  Great  Lakes.  Later,  in 
order  to  comply  with  the  Regulations  of  the  United  States  Government, 
the  tanks  were  jointly  inspected  by  officials  of  Government  Departments  in 
Northern  Ireland  when  the  vessel  was  in  dry  dock  in  Belfast,  and  investi¬ 
gations  were  made  into  the  composition  of  the  paint  in  order  to  ensure  that 
the  protective  coating  of  the  tanks  would  not  affect  edible  oils  carried  in 
them.  The  results  of  the  investigations  were  satisfactory.  In  December 
we  obtained  four  samples  of  lard  from  this  vessel.  Two  were  taken  before 
discharge  commenced  and  two  were  drawn  from  the  last  two  feet  in  the 
tank.  None  contained  harmful  matter  and  ail  were  free  from  lead, 
copper  and  zinc  and  contained  60  parts  per  million  of  the  anti-oxidant 
Butylated  Hydroxi-toluene.  All  showed  rust,  (Fe),  the  first  two  of  which 
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had  1  -8  and  1  *2  parts  per  million.  The  second  two  had  2*9  and  4*6  parts  per 
million:  the  dirt  percentage  was  0-024  and  0*005.  No  action  was  con¬ 
sidered  necessary. 

During  the  year  a  total  of  37  ships  from  U.S.A.  carried  bulk  lard  to  the 
U.K.  an  increase  of  five  from  1961.  One  hundred  and  forty-one  consign¬ 
ments  were  landed  and  totalled  61,053  tons.  As  before  sampling  was 
minimal  because  of  good  previous  results  and  only  one  consignment, 
reported  later,  was  without  the  Official  Certificate. 


Heat  from  The  Argentine 

Three  consignments  of  heavy  lamb  carcases  were  landed  in  the  first 
four  months  of  the  year  and  all  required  full  examination  following  the 
discovery  of  caseous  lymphadenitis  at  the  initial  inspection. 

The  first  consignment,  in  January,  consisted  of  536  carcases:  11  pieces 
(121-lbs.)  were  rejected.  The  second  consignment,  landed  in  February, 
consisted  of  1,993  carcases,  and  105  pieces  (932-lbs.)  were  rejected  as 
unfit  for  human  consumption. 

In  April  102  pieces  (937-lbs.)  were  rejected  from  a  third  consignment 
of  2,008  carcases. 


Meat  Products  from  Yugoslavia 

In  the  report  for  1961  on  this  type  of  produce,  comment  was  made  on 
the  great  improvement  which  was  found  as  the  year  continued,  and  it  was 
gratifying  to  find  that  in  the  first  quarter  of  1962  no  rejections  whatsoever 
were  required.  It  was  disappointing,  therefore,  that  in  the  months  of 
April,  May  and  June  504  tins  containing  canned  pork  loins  or  chopped 
pork  and  weighing  in  all  1 ,863-1  bs.  had  to  be  rejected  from  blown  or  burst 
tins. 

There  were  no  rejections  in  the  months  of  July,  August  and  September 
but  this  satisfactory  state  was  not  maintained  and  the  last  quarter  of  the 
year  showed  again  rejections  of  canned  pork  loins,  gammon  hams  and 
chopped  pork  amounting  to  542  tins  weighing  in  all  2,560=1  bs. :  in  all  cases 
this  was  due  to  blown  and  burst  tins. 
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THE  RECOGNISED  OFFICIAL  CERTIFICATE  PROCEDURE 

There  were  several  irregularities  relating  to  this  procedure  during  1962. 
In  some  cases  breaches  of  the  Regulations  were  only  technical  as,  for 
example,  in  the  case  of  six  cartons  of  meat  dinners  which  were  to  be 
displayed  at  a  trades  exhibition  in  Manchester.  In  this  case,  and  in  other 
cases  in  which  the  Recognised  Official  Certificates  had  been  missed  by  an 
administrative  error,  and  were  duly  produced  during  the  period  of 
detention  ofthe  consignment,  the  importations  were  released  after  a  warning 
to  the  importer.  In  other  cases  such  consignments  were  detained  and 
later  re-exported. 

A  consignment  of  418,200  lbs.  of  prime  steam  lard  from  U.S.A.  was 
brought  to  Liverpool  in  the  vessel  “American  Importer”.  The  Official  Certi¬ 
ficate  was  not  available  and  the  consignment  was  not  released  until  a 
declaration  was  obtained  from  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture 
to  the  effect  that  “  the  produce  would  have  been  eligible  for  export  stamp 
and  certificate  had  the  exporter  made  a  request  but  in  error  failed  to  do  so”. 
The  consignee  was  warned  that  such  a  concession  would  not  be  made  in 
respect  of  any  future  infringement. 

A  very  large  consignment  of  lard  in  drums  which  had  been  exported 
from  the  U.S.A.  to  West  Germany  and  stock-piled  for  possible  emergency 
was  broken  down  into  smaller  lots  and  the  first  two  of  these,  made  up 
of  136  and  520  drums,  were  landed  at  Liverpool  on  15th  May  from  the 
vessel  ‘‘Finkenau  ”.  No  Official  Certificates  v/ere  attached,  and  it  was 
stated  that  the  external  damage  suffered  by  the  drums  during  the  storage 
in  West  Germany  had  caused  them  to  become  detached.  This  explanation 
was  not  acceptable  and  all  the  drums  were  re-exported  to  Antwerp. 
Two  further  consignments  of  537  and  110  drums  from  the  same  source 
in  Germany  were  landed  here  on  29th  June  and  again  the  Official 
Certificates  were  missing  from  many  drums  or  were  indecipherable. 
The  disposal  in  this  instance  was  different,  the  uncertificated  drums  being 
released  to  a  firm  in  this  country  where  the  lard  would  be  processed  for 
non-edible  purposes  under  supervision  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
of  the  district  concerned,  whose  permission  was  obtained  to  allow  the 
transfer  to  his  area. 

A  consignment  of  142  drums  of  refined  lard  from  Belgium  was  shipped 
from  Antwerp  aboard  the  vessel  “Goote”  which  docked  in  Liverpool  on  the 
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13th  November.  The  Belgian  Official  Certificate  had  been  affixed  to  all 
the  drums  but  it  was  observed  by  the  inspector  that  a  number  of  drums 
also  bore  the  Official  Certificate  of  the  U.S.A.  and  were  of  a  type  normally 
used  for  the  export  of  lard  of  U.S.  origin.  In  view  of  the  history  of  lard 
of  U.S.  origin,  reported  above,  and  the  fact  that  two  consignments  of 
such  lard  had  been  re-exported  from  Liverpool  on  29th  June  to  Antwerp, 
the  142  drums  were  detained  and  the  consignee  asked  to  give  further  proof 
of  their  Belgian  origin  and  to  offer  an  explanation  of  the  presence  of  the 
U.S.  Official  Certificate  on  the  drums.  The  consignment  was  released 
when  satisfactory  replies  were  received. 

A  consignment  of  500  cartons  of  Danish  canned  pork  luncheon  meat 
originally  intended  for  export  to  the  U.S.A.  via  Hamburg  was  diverted 
to  Liverpool  for  conveyance  to  Manchester  when  the  U.S.A.  order  was 
cancelled.  None  of  the  cartons,  each  of  which  contained  24  12-oz.  tins, 
bore  the  necessary  Official  Certificate  required  by  this  country  for  imported 
meat  but  the  goods  were  not  detained  when  the  explanation  detailed 
above  was  made  known  to  this  Authority  and  verified  by  the  Director  of 
the  Danish  Veterinary  Services. 

On  5th  February,  749  cartons  each  containing  48  12-oz.  tins  of  corned 
beef  from  the  Federation  of  Rhodesia  and  Nyasaland  were  landed  from  the 
vessel  “Administrator”.  None  of  the  cartons  bore  the  Official  Certificate 
required  by  such  a  product  on  importation.  205  cartons  were  re-exported 
to  Rotterdam,  200  to  Cyprus  and  the  balance  was  returned  to  the  country 
of  origin. 

On  two  occasions  during  the  year  an  attempt  was  made  to  land  small 
parcels  of  sausages  in  Liverpool  from  Hong  Kong  without  the  Official 
Certificate  attached  to  each  parcel.  The  first  on  9th  January  comprised 
two  small  consignments  each  of  five  cases.  These  were  detained  and 
eventually  re-exported  to  Hong  Kong.  The  second  on  23rd  January,  was  a 
7-lb.  tin  of  sausages  brought  ashore  by  a  Chinese  seaman  who  was  unable  to 
give  proof  that  the  contents  were  not  intended  for  sale.  No  Official 
Certificate  was  attached,  no  customs  entry  was  passed  and  the  tin  was 
abandoned  when  the  owner  left  the  country.  The  sausages  were  destroyed 
on  the  quay  under  H.M.  customs  supervision  on  4th  May.  Similar 
quantities  of  this  commodity  have  been  brought  ashore  packed  with  other 
foodstuffs,  equipment,  bill  heads,  etc.  Ail  were  intended  for  sale  in  this 
and  other  cities. 
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On  the  1st  November  the  vessel  “Egyptian”  arrived  from  Bulgaria  carrying 
a  consignment  of  horsemeat  made  up  of  902  bales  of  hindquarters,  562 
bales  of  fore-quarters  and  193  bales  of  flanks  and  shins.  An  interesting 
point  was  raised  with  reference  to  the  interpretation  of  the  Public  Health 
(Imported  Food)  Regulations  and  the  words  “animal”  and  “meat” 
therein.  Briefly,  it  had  to  be  decided  whether  horsemeat  was  subject 
to  the  Official  Certificate  procedure.  This  Authority  considers  that 
this  procedure  does  apply  although  this  is  not  the  opinion  of  other  port 
health  authorities.  In  this  instance,  no  Official  Certificates  had  been 
provided  and,  accordingly,  the  consignment,  if  it  was  to  remain  in  this 
country,  would  come  under  the  provisions  of  the  Meat  (Staining  and 
Sterilisation)  Regulations  1960  which  require  such  meat  to  be  sterilised 
at  an  approved  plant  to  which  it  must  be  conveyed  in  a  closed  and  locked 
container  which  must  bear  a  notice  stating  the  contents  of  the  container 
to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption.  The  importer,  in  this  instance,  had 
arranged  for  this  horesemeat  to  be  delivered  to  persons  other  than  those 
who  had  been  approved  as  processers  and  not  until  an  undertaking  was 
given  by  letter  that  the  meat  would  be  delivered  to  certain  specified 
approved  processers  was  the  consignment  released. 

Two  cases  each  containing  48  tins  weighing  8-ozs.  of  sausage  meat  from 
China  were  without  an  Official  Certificate  when  landed  from  the  “  Eumaeus” 
on  4th  October.  The  contents  of  the  tins  were  destroyed  under 
supervision. 


EGG  AND  EGG  PRODUCTS 

No  changes  have  been  made  since  last  year  in  the  customary  practice  of 
sampling  and  testing  a  consignment  of  this  type  of  produce:  the  detection 
of  “  designated  ”  salmonallae  in  any  part  of  a  consignment  required 
detention  until  sterilisation  of  the  affected  part  of  the  consignment  had 
been  arranged. 

Egg  Products  from  Australia 

Thirteen  consignments  of  frozen  liquid  whole  egg  came  to  Liverpool  as 
compared  with  23  in  1961.  From  a  total  of  33,514  tins,  each  28-lbs.  766 
samples  were  drawn  and  6,007  tins  were  sent  to  different  areas  for  sterilis¬ 
ation  under  the  supervision  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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81  of  the  samples  drawn  were  positive:  66  showed  Salmonella 
typhimurium,  9  Salmonella  meleagridis,  2  Salmonella  oranienburg  and  4 
Salmonella  Chester,  Two  of  the  above  consignments,  consisting  of  2,000 
and  4,400  tins,  had  been  pasteurised  before  leaving  Australia. 

Egg  Products  from  U.S.A. 

8  consignments  consisting  of  800  cartons,  of  dried  egg  albumen  (heat- 
treated)  were  landed  in  1962:  86  samples  were  taken  and  two  were  positive, 
one  for  Salmonella  thompson  and  one  for  Salmonella  i nfantis.  The  codes 
represented  by  these  positive  findings  concerned  88  cartons.  These  were 
re-exported. 

Egg  Products  from  Holland 

Nine  drums  of  dried  egg  albumen  were  landed  from  Holland  and,  after 
satisfactory  sampling  results,  all  were  released. 

Cake  Mix  from  Canada 

No  egg  consignments  were  received  from  Canada  this  year  but  there 
were  three  consignments  (499  cartons)  of  cake  mixes  containing  egg. 
Thirty  samples  were  drawn  and  in  eight  of  these  Salmonella  thompson 
and  in  one  Salmonella  heidelburg  were  found.  As  a  result  99  cartons  were 
destroyed  by  burning. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  in  the  Canadian  Journal  of  Public  Health 
for  November,  1962,  there  is  described  and  discussed  the  finding  of  large 
numbers  of  the  Salmonella  thompson  organism  in  commercially  processed 
food  and  this  finding  is  apparently  associated  with  a  sharp  increase  through¬ 
out  Canada  of  cases  of  food-poisoning  caused  by  this  particular  organism. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  in  the  Report  for  1961  it  was  stated  that 
the  import  of  cake  mix  to  the  United  Kingdom  was  the  beginning  of  a  new 
trade  in  this  commodity  and  details  were  then  given  of  the  results  of  our 
bacteriological  investigations  and  it  was  explained  that  the  finding  of 
pathogenic  organisms  would  require  the  infected  produce  to  be  sterilised 
before  release  if  it  was  to  remain  in  this  country. 

Cake  Mix  from  U.S.A. 

During  1962,  12  consignments  totalling  in  all  1,000  cartons  of  cake  mixes, 
containing  dried  egg,  were  landed  from  U.S.A.  99  samples  were  taken 


and  one  was  found  to  be  positive  for  Salmonella  typhi murium:  this  led  to 
the  rejection  of  100  cartons.  A  further  50  cartons  were  re-exported 
following  the  detection  of  benzoic  acid— a  prohibited  preservative  in  this 

commodity. 

Bacteriological  examinations  were  made  on  various  other  items  which 
contained  egg  as  an  ingredient.  14  samples  were  taken  from  a  consignment 
of  149  cartons  of  Noodles  Romanoff,  and  no  organisms  were  detected. 
5  samples  taken  from  500  cartons  of  Blue  Cheese  Dressings  were  found  to 
be  negative:  the  labels  upon  these  cartons,  however,  stated  that  0.1% 
Sodium  benzoate  was  present  but  this  was  not  detected  by  the  Analyst’s 
examination  and  the  commodity  was  released  and  the  words  were  deleted 
from  the  label.  Four  samples  were  taken  from  500  cartons  of  Coleslaw 
Dressing  and  no  organisms  were  detected.  There  have  been  no  consign¬ 
ments  of  cake  mixes  having  dried  egg  as  an  ingredient  since  April,  1962 
and  this  could  weil  be  due  to  the  difficulties  which  the  importers  fee!  they 
may  encounter  following  the  detection  of  food-poisoning  organisms  in 
this  particular  ingredient. 

FISH  AMD  FISH  PRODUCTS 

Throughout  the  year  under  review  there  has  been  a  considerable 
improvement  in  the  bacteriological  standard  of  imports  of  frozen  prawns, 
shrimps,  and  similar  produce.  It  wili  be  remembered  that  about  two 
years  ago  it  was  not  unusual  to  find  plate-counts  of  well  over  1,500,000 
and  B.  coli  and  other  organisms  such  as  staphylococcus  aureus  and  Clos¬ 
tridium  welchii  were  very  frequently  detected.  A  firm  attitude  was 
then  taken  with  importers  and  this  may  well  explain  the  improvement. 
Of  11  consignments  of  prawns  from  Japan  made  up  of  9,066  cartons,  183 
samples  were  taken  and  found  satisfactory:  three  were  excellent  and  this 
Authority  informed  the  importers  of  the  high  standards  found.  The 
only  consignment  landed  from  China  consisted  of  515  cartons:  26  samples 
were  tested  and  all  were  satisfactory.  42  cartons  of  shrimps  were  imported 
from  U.S.A.  and  5  samples  v/ere  satisfactory.  20  cartons  were  imported 
from  Venezuela  and  5  samples  v/ere  satisfactory.  The  only  exception 
to  these  good  results  were  two  consignments  from  British  Guiana  made 
up  of  470  cartons  of  shrimps:  twenty-eight  samples  were  unsatisfactory. 
One  consignment  from  Mexico  consisted  of  120  cartons  of  shrimps  from 
which  6  samples  were  also  unsatisfactory.  Warning  letters  were  sent  in 


both  cases  referring  to  the  considerable  bacteriological  contamination 
and  the  poor  standards  of  hygiene  associated  with  the  preparation  or 
packing. 


FRESH  FRUIT  AND  VEGETABLES,  ETC. 

Yams  from  West  Africa 

A  marked  increase  in  the  importation  of  yams  was  noted  in  1962. 
60,988  bags  and  cases  all  from  West  Africa  were  discharged  at  Liverpool. 
Of  these  2,869  packages  were  rejected  and  destroyed  at  Sefton  Tip  because 
of  decomposition. 

Celery  and  Lettuce  from  U.S.A. 

A  complete  consignment  of  celery  consisting  of  2,000  crates  weighing 
120,000  lbs.  was  rejected  because  of  decomposition.  This  was  sent  to 
Sefton  Tip  for  destruction. 

706  cartons  of  lettuce  weighing  27,775  lbs.  were  all  rejected  when 
examination  showed  decomposition  to  be  widespread  throughout  the 
consignment. 

Water  Melons  from  Lisbon 

330  cases  of  water  melons,  weighing  8,250  lbs.,  were  discharged  in 
September  from  the  vessel  “Canal  el  Suez”  at  Harrington  Dock.  On 
examination  the  whole  consignment  was  found  to  be  unsound  following 
decomposition,  and  was  destroyed  at  Sefton  Tip. 

Bitter  Almonds  from  Spain 

99  bags  of  this  produce  were  segregated  from  200  bags  because  of  wet 
damage  and  mould  and  were  re-exported  to  Hamburg. 

Sultanas  from  Turkey 

230  cartons  weighing  7,130  lbs.  were  found  wet  and  mouldy  when 
discharged  from  the  vessel  “Baharistan”  at  West  Canada  dock  in  May  and 
were  destroyed  at  Sefton  Tip. 

Beans  contaminated  with  Level  its 

During  1962,  8  ships  brought  a  total  of  50,388  bags  of  butter  beans 
from  Madagascar  to  this  port.  All  the  consignments  had  been  treated 
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with  “  level ite  ”,  an  insecticide  made  up  of  D.D.T.  in  a  silica  dust  base. 
This  is  an  undesirable  material  and  its  removal  is  insisted  upon  before 
the  beans  can  be  sold  for  human  consumption.  The  contents  of  20,791 
bags  were  cleaned  by  blowing  and  brushing  in  local  establishments  before 
distribution  to  the  trade,  and  the  balance  of  29,597  was  released  for 
washing  before  being  canned  at  factories  outside  the  jurisdiction  of  this 
Authority. 

FOOD  HYGIENE  (DOCKS,  CARRIERS,  ETC.)  REGULATIONS 

1960 

Cheese  from  Holland 

The  purpose  of  the  Food  Hygiene  (Docks,  Carriers,  Etc.)  Regulations 
1960  is  to  protect  open  food  from  contamination  when  it  is  landed  from  a 
ship  and  conveyed  from  dock  premises,  in  July  a  consignment  of  4,526 
individually  wrapped  gouda  cheeses  was  landed  at  Queens  Dock.  At 
the  commencment  of  discharge  the  food  inspector  noted  that  several 
cheeses  were  exposed  and  a  large  percentage  had  already  been  contaminated 
as  the  result  of  tearing  of  the  paper  wrapping.  The  matter  was  discussed 
with  the  importers  as  a  contravention  of  the  above  Regulations  and  they 
were  informed  that  the  consignment  under  review  and  any  future  consign¬ 
ments  so  wrapped  would  be  treated  as  open  food  and  that  representation 
should  be  made  to  the  shippers  in  Holland  to  have  such  future  consign¬ 
ments  of  cheese  packed  in  a  manner  to  afford  reasonable  protection 
against  contamination.  The  importers  explained  to  this  Authority  that 
these  cheeses  were  collected  from  a  large  number  of  small  manufacturers 
in  the  country  of  origin  and  to  have  subsequent  exports  of  this  type  of 
cheese  adequately  wrapped  would  require  some  considerable  time.  In 
the  meantime  and  until  a  new  style  of  wrapping  could  be  introduced,  it 
was  decided  that  stringent  precautions  would  be  carried  out  to  prevent 
contact  with  unclean  surfaces  on  the  quay  or  during  transportation. 
Several  further  consignments  did,  in  fact,  arrive  and  were  handled  as 
“  open  food  ”  cargoes  until  late  September  when  the  first  consignment 
having  a  new  type  of  wrapping  was  ianded.  This  consisted  of  3,351 
cartons  of  cheese  all  adequately  protected  by  suitable  packing  material. 
Since  that  time  such  cargoes  have  arrived  similarly  wrapped  and  it  is  felt 
that  the  energetic  and  rapid  action  taken  by  the  importers  to  bring  about 
a  satisfactory  conclusion  to  this  problem  is  noteworthy. 
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TINNED  AND  BOTTLED  GOODS  OTHER  THAN  MEAT 

Canned  Tomatoes  from  Italy 

This  year  we  have  had  several  instances  of  light  weight  tins  in  consign¬ 
ments  of  tomatoes  from  Italy.  In  all,  six  consignments  have  been  involved 
amounting  to  4,260  cartons  and  the  deficit  ranged  between  0-1  oz.  to  2  ozs. 
per  tin.  This  finding  led  to  analytical  examination  for  metallic  contamin¬ 
ation  and  revealed  that  the  interiors  of  the  cans  ware  stained  and  etched 
by  electrolytic  action  between  the  tin  lining  and  the  acid  contents.  AN 
the  tins  examined  showed  some  lead  and  tin  in  the  contents  but  only 
one  consignment  of  160  cartons  exceeded  the  2  p.p.m.  of  lead  allowed  by 
the  Lead  in  rood  Regulations  1961.  In  addition  a  high  percentage  of 
tins  from  each  consignment  were  blown  or  burst. 

At  the  present  time  only  one  consignment  of  250  cartons  has  been  re¬ 
exported  to  Italy:  the  balance  is  still  lying  in  warehouse  under  detention 
awaiting  the  final  decision  of  the  importer  on  disposal. 

Canned  Turkey  Breasts  from  U.S.A. 

This  is  the  first  occasion  on  which  such  a  product  has  been  discharged  at 
Liverpool  and  it  is  rather  unfortunate  that  an  unusual  accident  during  the 
stapling  of  the  cartons  resulted  in  the  rejection  of  the  contents.  74  tins 
each  containing  9  lbs.  of  Turkey  Breasts  were  found  on  examination  to 
have  been  pierced  inadvertently  by  the  staples  which  fastened  the  lids  and 
this  resulted  in  degeneration  of  the  contents.  These  tins  ware  released 
for  industrial  purposes  only. 

Canoed  Shrimps  from  India 

A  large  consignment  of  400  cartons  each  containing  24  8-oz.  tins  of  shrimps 
arrived  from  India  in  February.  On  opening  some  of  the  tins  a  brown 
staining  due  to  iron  sulphide  was  found  and  also  black  spots  were  present 
on  the  shrimps.  There  was  no  evidence  of  blown  tins  but  the  lacquer 
of  the  lining  appeared  damaged  particularly  where  the  embossed  mark 
had  been  applied.  A  further  large  number  of  tins  was  examined  in  ware¬ 
house  and  samples  submitted  for  analysis.  The  results  showed  that  the 
shrimps  were  not  dangerous  to  health  and  the  consignment  was  therefore 
released.  It  was  agreed  with  the  importers  that  the  appearance  rendered 
the  goods  unsaleable  and  he  elected  to  have  them  destroyed. 
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Bottled  Peppers  from  Italy 

A  consignment  amounting  to  250  cartons  each  of  24  14-oz.  of  red  bottled 
peppers  arrived  in  March.  This  was  the  first  occasion  that  such  produce 
was  landed  here  and  unfortunately  1,530  bottles  (25.2%)  were  found  to 
be  broken  and  the  contents  had  to  be  destroyed. 

DAMAGED  CARGOES 
Wheat  Flour  from  U.S.A. 

The  “Iris  Larch”  landed  two  consignments  of  wheat  flour  from  U.S.A, 
in  April.  The  first  consisted  of  5,000  140-lb.  bags  and  the  second  of  575 
140-lb.  bags.  Simultaneously  a  quantity  of  carbon  black  was  discharged 
from  the  same  ship  into  the  same  section  of  the  dock  shed. 

On  examination  the  flour  was  found  contaminated  by  carbon  black  but 
it  cannot  be  stated  if  this  contamination  had  occurred  during  loading, 
transporting  or  discharging.  Nevertheless  all  the  flour  had  to  be  rejected 
as  unfit  for  human  consumption  and  it  was  released  under  guarantee 
that  it  would  only  be  used  for  animal  feeding.  The  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  of  the  area  concerned  was  advised. 

Cocoa  Beans  from  West  Africa 

In  May,  9,600  bags  of  cocoa  beans  from  West  Africa  were  landed  at  Canada 
Dock.  Some  of  the  bags  were  seen  to  be  wet  and  mouldy  and  the  contents 
to  be  decomposing.  Segregation  into  sound  and  unsound  lots  was  done 
on  the  quay.  A  total  of  247  bags  weighing  33,580  lbs.  was  found  unfit  for 
human  consumption  and  was  re-directed  to  a  firm  in  Holland.  The  damage 
was  said  to  be  done  by  contact  with  sewage  water  in  the  ship. 

Bananas  from  Canary  Islands 

The  “Monte  de  la  Esperanza”  with  a  cargo  of  bananas  from  the  Canary 
Islands  arrived  here  in  April.  She  had  experienced  fire  in  Nos.  1  and  2 
holds.  5,752  stems  of  bananas  were  found  damaged  and  unfit  for  human 
consumption  and  were  rejected  and  destroyed. 

MISCELLANEOUS  SAMPLES  SENT  TO  THE  CITY  ANALYST 

Two  consignments  of  dehydrated  kibbled  onions,  one  from  Bulgaria  and 
one  from  Egypt,  and  one  consignment  of  sliced  dried  onions  from  U.S.A. 

were  landed  in  the  last  quarter  of  the  year.  The  commodity  has  on  several 
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occasions  in  the  past  been  found  on  sampling  to  have  been  contaminated 
with  different  metals.  On  this  occasion,  however,  three  samples  were 
satisfactory  and  the  produce  released. 

Cooked  dried  mashed  potatoes  in  1,000  cartons  were  landed  from  the 
“Eva  Jeanette”  at  North  Huskisson  dock  and  a  declaration  on  the  label  of 
each  packet  stated  that  a  preservative  had  been  added.  Two  hundred 
and  forty  parts  per  million  of  Sulphur  dioxide  were  found  on  analysis  and 
as  this  quantity  was  within  the  limit  permitted,  the  consignment  was  not 
detained. 

80  packages  of  tomato  powder  and  50  cartons  each  containing  96  6^-oz. 
tubes  of  tomato  paste  arrived  in  December  from  Italy.  These  were 
sampled  and  analysed  for  presence  of  metallic  contamination.  A  trace  of 
copper  was  found  in  each  case,  but  was  not  sufficient  to  contravene  the 
regulations.  St  was  considered  that  the  use  of  these  tubes  as  a  means  of 
packaging  for  this  commodity  may  have  led  to  metallic  contamination  of 
the  product  and  it  was  for  this  reason  that  sampling  was  carried  out. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  Emulsifiers  &  Stabilisers  in  Food  Regulations 
1962,  only  ten  of  these  substances  are  permitted  to  be  used  in  the  prepara¬ 
tion  of  food.  When,  therefore,  a  consignment  of  100  cartons  of  a  com¬ 
modity  called  canned  Elk  from  Sweden  was  discharged  in  October,  con¬ 
signed  to  a  firm  engaged  in  the  confectionery  trade  in  Liverpool,  enquiries 
were  made  and  it  was  learned  that  this  commodity  would  be  used  as 
an  emulsifier  in  the  preparation  of  sponge  cakes.  A  sample  was  submitted 
to  the  analyst  and  his  report  reads  as  follows:  “This  material  has  been 
closely  investigated  and  has  been  found  to  consist  of  fats  and  Sodium 
carboxyrnethyl  cellulose  which  is  a  permitted  emulsifier.” 

Tea  examined  for  Metallic  and  Other  Contaminants. 

All  the  samples  which  were  drawn  from  tea  consignments  from  Tangan¬ 
yika,  India,  Ceylon,  Malaya,  China  and  Indonesia  and  examined  by  the  City 
Analyst  were  reported  by  him  as  satisfactory  and  none  exceeded  the  limits 
permitted  for  metallic  contamination  or  non-metallic  insecticides. 

Apples  and  Citrus  Fruits. 

Numbers  of  these  fruits  are  sent  for  examination  to  the  City  Analyst:  in 
the  case  of  apples,  this  was  to  detect  the  presence  of  harmful  insecticidal 
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sprays  e.g.  lead  or  arsenic,  and  in  the  case  of  citrus  fruits  the  examination 
was  made  under  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  (Preservatives  in  Food) 
Regulations.  We  have  found  by  experience  that  these  imports  are  con¬ 
sistently  within  permitted  1 1  m  its  and  for  this  reason  only  token  sampling 
is  carried  out.  This  year  two  samples  of  apples  and  six  of  citrus  fruits  were 
satisfactory. 

IMPORTATIONS  OF  EDIBLE  GOODS 
NOT  FOR  HUMAN  CONSUMPTION 

Importations  of  meat,  not  for  human  consumption,  are  subject  to  the 
Meat  (Staining  and  Sterilisation)  Regulations  1960.  This  year  478  consign¬ 
ments,  made  up  of  282,680  packages  were  landed,  compared  with  408  con¬ 
signments  last  year:  this  total  included  6,575  packages  of  horse  flesh. 
Australia,  New  Zealand  and  Eire  were  again  the  main  exporters  and,  as 
before,  there  was  no  difficulty  in  securing  full  compliance  with  the  provision 
of  the  Regulations. 

During  1962,  66  packages  of  whalemeat,  from  Japan,  were  landed  at 
Liverpool  and  transferred  to  processing  establishments  for  conversion  into 
animal  food. 


EXCHANGE  OF  INFORMATION 

We  have  continued  to  circularise  information  concerning  positive 
findings,  following  examination  of  imported  food,  to  other  seaports  and 
copies  of  this  information  are  sent  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food. 

Quarterly  returns  are  made  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and 
Food  giving  full  details  of  unsound  imports  of  meat  and  meat  products  and 
also  of  contraventions  of  the  Official  Certificate  procedure,  both  of  which 
are  discussed  earlier  in  this  report.  Copies  of  any  details  relating  to  un¬ 
sound  Australian  meat  or  meat  products  are  sent  to  the  Commonwealth 
Veterinary  Officer,  Australia  House,  London. 

We  also  advise  the  Senior  Dairy  Produce  Inspector,  Australia  House, 
London,  of  our  results  of  sampling  of  consignments  of  frozen  or  dried  egg 
from  Australia. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  total  quantities  of  unsound  foodstuffs 
either  destroyed  or  utilised  under  supervision  during  the  year  1962: — 


Tons 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

Lbs. 

Beef,  Mutton,  Pork  and  Veal 

13 

13 

3 

2 

Offal  (Beef,  Mutton,  etc.)  ... 

54 

1 

— 

7 

Canned  Goods  . 

136 

14 

2 

16 

Fruit  and  Vegetables  . 

2,928 

1 

3 

3 

Cereals  . 

178 

11 

1 

20 

General  (Lard,  Coconut,  Butter,  etc.)  ... 

577 

14 

2 

26 

Tot!3.l  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

3,875 

18 

1 

18 

A  total  of  62  tons  15  cwts.  0  qrs.  21  lbs.  of  unsound  sugar  (loose- 
collected,  sweepings,  etc.)  was  dealt  with  during  the  year,  and  suitably 
disposed  of  to  local  refiners  for  reconditioning. 

The  following  tables  show  the  variety  and  numbers  of  samples  submitted 
to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  and  the  City  Analyst  during  the 
year  1962: — 

Samples  relating  to  imported  food 

Submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service 


Desiccated  Coconut . 6,632 

Cake  Mixes  containing  coconut  ...  ...  ...  14 

Egg,  frozen  and  dried  .  861 

Cake  Mixes  containing  egg .  121 

Blue  Cheese  Dressing  .  5 

Coleslaw  Dressing .  4 

Horsemeat,  frozen  (Swabs)...  .  12 

Lobster  Meat,  frozen  .  5 

Noodles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Oysters  .  1 

Prawns,  frozen  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  174 

Scallops,  frozen  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Shrimps,  frozen  and  dried .  42 
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Submitted  to  the  City  Analyst 

Agar  Agar  . .  1 

Apples . .  ...  2 

Blue  Cheese  Dressing  .  1 

Cake  Mix  .  1 

Emulsifier  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Grapefruit  .  1 

Lard  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Noodles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Onions,  dehydrated .  1 

Oranges  .  5 

Potato,  dehydrated .  1 

Sardines,  canned  ...  14 

Shrimps,  canned  .  1 

Tea  .  11 

Tomatoes,  canned  .  14 

Tomato,  Paste,  canned  .  6 

Tomato  Juice,  canned  .  2 

Tomato  Powder  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


Samples  relating  to  investigations  following  food-poisoning  and  other 
illness  within  the  Port 

Submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service 

Ships’  Drinking  Water  ...  ...  ...  ...  153 

Cockles  .  3 

Food,  various...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

In  addition  to  the  above,  the  following  samples  were  submitted  for 
bacteriological  examination 

Faeces  ...  .  ...  ...  ...  46 


MISCELLANEOUS 

Official  Visits 

Mr.  I.  G.  Watt,  Chief  Advisory  Officer  (Meat),  New  Zealand  Agricultural 
Board  and  Mr.  H.  Doyle,  the  Agricultural  Division  of  the  New  Zealand 
Agricultural  Board  came  to  Liverpool  on  the  15th  June  and,  with  Mr. 
Lambert,  a  representative  from  the  New  Zealand  Meat  Producers  Board, 
inspected  the  discharge  of  meat  from  the  rn.v.  “Waiwera”  at  S.3  Huskisson 
Dock.  They  were  interested  especially  in  the  new  type  of  metal  slings 
used  in  Liverpool  by  some  of  the  Stevedoring  firms  and  took  photographs 
of  these  slings. 
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